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### Title:
**Yturralde vs. Azurin, et al. – A Case on the Validity of a Notarial Deed of Donation**

### Facts:
This case revolves around a deed of donation executed by Carmen Yturralde in favor of
Consuelo G. Azurin, alleging fraudulent misrepresentation to annul it.  Plaintiff  Cipriano
Yturralde, Carmen’s brother, initially believed the deed was for property administration, not
a donation. The series of events started with Carmen’s close relationship with Consuelo,
leading up to the execution of the donation in 1955 due to Carmen’s desire to ensure her
properties were well managed after her concern over Cipriano’s potential mishandling due
to his gambling habits. Despite Cipriano witnessing the signing and translation of the deed,
including  his  role  in  facilitating  witnesses,  he  later  sought  annulment,  claiming
misrepresentation. This led to legal battles, including actions initiated by the Azurins to
uphold the donation and secure property titles from the Vagilidads, who possessed them due
to  loans  provided  to  Cipriano.  Upon  Carmen’s  death,  the  issue  escalated,  leading  to
Cipriano’s  legal  challenge against  the deed’s  validity,  culminating in a  Supreme Court
review after lower court dismissals favoring the Azurins.

### Issues:
1. Whether the deed of donation executed by Carmen Yturralde in favor of Consuelo G.
Azurin was valid and made with Carmen’s full consent and awareness.
2. Whether Cipriano Yturralde’s claims of fraudulent misrepresentation, asserting the deed
was meant for property administration and not as a donation, hold any legal basis.
3. The legal effects of the notarized deed of donation on the parties involved and their
successors.

### Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court affirmed the lower court’s decision, upholding the deed of donation’s
validity. The Court meticulously examined the allegations of misrepresentation and fraud
raised by Cipriano Yturralde but found substantial evidence supporting the deed’s execution
as a donation, underlined by Carmen’s desire and instructions. The Court highlighted the
credible evidence showing Carmen’s intent for the donation,  the proper execution and
acceptance of the deed, and the responsibilities it entailed for the Azurins. Testimonies from
involved  parties  and  the  instrumental  actions  taken  by  Carmen alongside  the  Azurins
against the Vagilidads further disproved Cipriano’s claims. The Court ruled that the deed
was executed with Carmen’s full and informed consent, thereby making it legally binding
and irrevocable.
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### Doctrine:
The Supreme Court reiterated the legal standing and presumption of regularity accorded to
notarial  documents.  A  notarial  deed,  including  donations,  carries  the  presumption  of
legitimacy and the expression of truth regarding its contents. For a party to challenge such
a document, evidence presented must be clear, convincing, and of greater weight than mere
preponderance. The decision underscored the need for a high degree of proof to overturn
the presumptions associated with notarized deeds.

### Class Notes:
– **Notarial Documents**: Presumed regular with a high evidentiary value. To challenge,
evidence must be exceptionally convincing.
– **Deed of Donation**: Requires clear intent from the donor, acceptance by the donee, and
proper form and execution for validity.
– **Fraudulent Misrepresentation**: A serious allegation that requires substantial evidence
to prove, especially against notarial acts.
– **Doctrine of Regularity**: Notarial acts are presumed to have been executed with all
legal formalities unless proven otherwise.

**Relevant Legal Provisions**:
– **Civil Code, Article 749**: Acceptance by the donee must be made during the lifetime of
the donor.
– **Rule of Evidence**: Burden of proof lies with the party alleging the falsity or irregularity
of a notarized document.

### Historical Background:
This case is illustrative of the legal controversies that can arise from property donations in
the Philippines, highlighting the importance of clear communication, intent, and due legal
process in the execution of notarial deeds. It also reflects the societal and familial dynamics
influencing property decisions and disputes in a deeply relational Filipino culture.


