G.R. No. 216065. April 18, 2018 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
People of the Philippines v. Arthur Fajardo y Mamalayan, et al.

### Facts:

On November 23, 2003, in Manila, Tony Chua was kidnapped for ransom by a group
identifying themselves as NBI agents, among whom was Arthur Fajardo y Mamalayan.
Following an eight-day ordeal involving simulated authority and demand for a $3M ransom,
police operations led to various stages of arrests and surrenders of the suspects, including
Fajardo, who, alongside his co-accused, faced charges of Kidnapping for Ransom under
Article 267 of the RPC, and Robbery. Throughout the judicial process, from arraignment to
the Supreme Court appeal, the accused consistently denied involvement, underpinning their
defense on alibis and claims of police abuse during their arrest and confession procurement.

### Issues:

1. Whether the accused are guilty beyond reasonable doubt of Serious Illegal Detention.
2. The validity of extrajudicial confessions and their effect on the case.

3. The assessment of conspiracy among the accused.

4. The sufficiency of eyewitness testimony for conviction.

### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court affirmed the CA’s decision, finding Fajardo and his co-accused guilty
beyond reasonable doubt of Serious Illegal Detention, validating the credibility of the
eyewitness testimony over the defense’s alibis and dismissing the claims regarding the
inadmissibility of extrajudicial confessions due to sufficient identification and narrative by
the victim, constituting independent evidence of crime and conspiracy.

### Doctrine:

The Court reiterated the doctrine that the crime of Serious Illegal Detention or Kidnapping
for Ransom under Article 267 of the RPC is established when there’s illegal deprivation of
liberty under specific circumstances such as simulating authority, lasting more than three
days, or demanding ransom. It also emphasized that the conviction for the crime heavily
rests on the prosecution’s ability to prove guilt beyond reasonable doubt, highlighted the
role of positive identification in kidnapping cases, and underscored the principles around
conspiracy, noting that it can be inferred from the actions that indicate a common purpose
or intent.

##4# Class Notes:
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- **Elements of Kidnapping for Ransom**: Deprivation of liberty, simulation of authority,
and the demand for ransom, regardless of whether the ransom was paid.

- ¥*Conspiracy**: May not be explicitly stated; inferred from concerted actions and common
intent.

- ¥*Eyewitness Testimony**: Credibility is key; can outweigh alibis and claims of coerced
confessions, especially in kidnap-for-ransom cases.

- **Positive Identification**: Direct evidence that can independently establish guilt.

- **Legal Principle**: Guilt must be proven beyond a reasonable doubt, with the burden of
proof resting on the prosecution.

### Historical Background:

This case underlines the judicial system’s approach to handling crimes involving organized
criminal acts, specifically kidnap-for-ransom, emphasizing law enforcement and court
reliance on victim testimonies and the procedure in addressing defenses such as denial,
alibi, and alleged rights violations during arrests and investigations.

© 2024 - batas.org | 2



