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**Title:** Joey M. Pestilos et al. vs. Moreno Generoso and People of the Philippines

**Facts:** The case originated from an altercation on February 20, 2005, at around 3:15
a.m., between the petitioners (Joey M. Pestilos, Dwight Macapanas, Miguel Gaces, Jerry
Fernandez, and Ronald Munoz) and Atty. Moreno Generoso in Quezon City, where both
parties resided. Following a complaint by Atty. Generoso, police officers were dispatched to
the scene. Atty. Generoso identified the petitioners as his assailants. Subsequently, the
petitioners were “invited” to the Batasan Hills Police Station for investigation. An inquest
proceeding  led  by  the  City  Prosecutor  of  Quezon  City  charged  the  petitioners  with
attempted  murder.  The  petitioners  filed  an  Urgent  Motion  for  Regular  Preliminary
Investigation, asserting the impropriety of their arrest and the inquest proceeding. The RTC
denied this motion and their subsequent motion for reconsideration. The CA affirmed the
RTC’s decision, leading to the present petition under Rule 45 of the Rules of Court.

**Issues:**
1. Whether the petitioners were validly arrested without a warrant.
2. Whether the petitioners were lawfully arrested when they were merely “invited” to the
police precinct.
3. Whether the order denying the motion for preliminary investigation is void for failure to
clearly state the facts and the law upon which it was based.

**Court’s Decision:**
The Supreme Court found the petition unmeritorious, upholding the RTC Order and the
criminal proceedings against the petitioners to proceed. It emphasized that the kind of
motion filed by the petitioners appeared to delay the proceedings, considering the legalities
surrounding warrantless arrests and interpreting the Rules of Court. The Court clarified
that for a valid warrantless arrest under Section 5(b), Rule 113 of the Revised Rules of
Criminal Procedure, the crime should have just been committed, and the arresting officer
must have probable cause based on personal knowledge that the person to be arrested has
committed  the  crime.  The  Court  determined  that  these  conditions  were  met  in  the
petitioners’ arrest.

**Doctrine:**
The Court re-clarified the requirements for a valid warrantless arrest under Section 5(b),
Rule  113  of  the  Revised  Rules  of  Criminal  Procedure,  emphasizing  the  necessity  of
immediacy in the arrest following the commission of a crime, the arresting officer’s personal
knowledge of the crime, and the presence of probable cause.
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**Class Notes:**
– The critical concept of a valid warrantless arrest requires the crime to have been just
committed, the arresting officer’s personal knowledge of the crime, and probable cause
based on this knowledge, pointing to the necessity of immediacy in making the arrest.
– Probable cause for warrantless arrest is judged by whether at the time of the arrest, a
reasonably discreet and prudent person would believe that the person to be arrested has
committed the crime.
– The distinction between mere invitation to a police station and being taken into custody
under the belief and impression that submission is necessary is critical in determining the
legitimacy of an arrest.
– Rule 113, Section 5 of the Revised Rules of Criminal Procedure outlines the conditions
under which a person may be lawfully arrested without a warrant, emphasizing protections
against unreasonable searches and seizures under the Constitution.

**Historical Background:**
The development and interpretation of rules regarding warrantless arrests have evolved
significantly, tracing back to common law principles and earlier statutory provisions in the
Philippines and the United States. This case illustrates the application of these principles in
modern Philippine jurisprudence, showing the Court’s effort to balance law enforcement
necessities with constitutional protections against unreasonable arrests and detentions.


