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### Title:
**People of the Philippines v. Briccio Baculanta**

### Facts:
This case originated from the Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Carigara, Leyte, wherein Briccio
Baculanta was accused of raping a 7-year-old girl, identified with the pseudonym AAA, on
February 27, 2005. AAA was under the care of Baculanta, a close relative and godfather to
AAA’s mother, at their residence when the crime occurred. Baculanta ordered AAA to fetch
water, followed her, and committed the crime by the river near their home. The incident
came  to  light  the  following  day  when  AAA’s  mother  noticed  signs  of  the  assault.  A
medicolegal examination corroborated AAA’s account, showing physical signs consistent
with sexual abuse.

Baculanta denied the accusation, providing an alibi that he was intoxicated and asleep at
the time of the incident. The RTC found Baculanta guilty, a decision which he appealed. The
Court  of  Appeals  affirmed  this  decision  with  minor  modifications  regarding  damages
awarded. Baculanta then brought his appeal to the Supreme Court.

### Issues:
1. Whether the testimonies of the victim and other prosecution witnesses established the
occurrence of rape beyond a reasonable doubt.
2. Whether the accused-appellant’s denial and alibi could suffice to overturn the conviction.
3. The appropriateness of the damages awarded by the lower courts.

### Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court  affirmed the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  thereby  upholding
Baculanta’s conviction. The Court found that the testimonies of the victim AAA and the
corroborating witnesses were credible, consistent, and sufficient to support a conviction for
rape. The Court also noted the physical evidence supported the victim’s account.

The Court rejected Baculanta’s defense of  denial  and alibi,  holding that such defenses
cannot prevail over the positive identification and testimony of the victim. Specifically, the
Court emphasized that minor victims of sexual assault should not be expected to behave as
adults would under stress and that the failure of the accused to present any plausible motive
for the victim to falsely accuse him further weakened his defense.

### Doctrine:
The Court  reiterated the principle that  testimonies of  victims of  tender age are given



G.R. No. 207513. June 16, 2014 (Case Brief / Digest)

© 2024 - batas.org | 2

credence, particularly in cases of sexual abuse, where they have no motive to lie against the
accused. Moreover, the Court emphasized that denial and alibi are weak defenses against
the positive and categorical statements of a rape victim, especially when supported by
medical evidence.

### Class Notes:
–  **Elements  of  Rape (Art.  266-A,  RPC):**  The crime of  rape  is  committed  by  carnal
knowledge through force, threat, or intimidation; when the victim is incapable of giving
consent due to age or any other condition; or by any means that vitiate consent.
–  **Credibility  of  Minor Victims:**  The candidness and willingness of  minor victims to
undergo public trial add credence to their accusations, especially in the absence of evidence
showing any improper motive.
– **Denial and Alibi:** These are considered weak defenses against the straightforward,
positive identification by the victim, particularly in sexual assault cases.
– **Damages:** The award of civil indemnity, moral damages, and exemplary damages in
cases of rape is aimed at acknowledging the victim’s suffering, serving as a public example,
and deterring similar conduct in the future.

### Historical Background:
This case reflects the Philippine judiciary’s approach to dealing with allegations of rape,
especially  involving  minors.  The emphasis  on  the  credibility  of  the  victim’s  testimony,
supported by medical evidence and the lack of motive for fabrication, showcases the courts’
commitment to protecting vulnerable victims of sexual crimes. It also demonstrates the
courts’ adherence to established legal principles in assessing the evidence and determining
the veracity of witnesses’ accounts.


