G.R. NO. 159422. March 28, 2008 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
**Chinese Young Men’s Christian Association of the Philippine Islands v. Remington Steel
Corporation**

### Facts:

The Manila Downtown YMCA, operated by the Chinese Young Men’s Christian Association
of the Philippine Islands, had been leasing out commercial units to Remington Steel
Corporation in Binondo, Manila. Remington used these for a hardware store, offices, and
staff facilities. Disputes arose following YMCA'’s termination of the lease for one of the units,
leading to multiple legal actions. Remington pursued a legal case to extend the lease, while
YMCA filed for unlawful detainer. The matter escalated through various court levels due to
issues on non-receipt of rental payments and unlawful withholding of premises.

### Procedural Posture:

The court battles traversed from the Metropolitan Trial Court (MeTC) of Manila to the
Regional Trial Court (RTC), and then to the Court of Appeals (CA). Each forum dealt with
linked but separate issues ranging from lease period extensions, consignation of rentals, to
legal access rights. The pivotal turning point occurred when the CA dismissed YMCA'’s
petition for review due to procedural non-compliance concerning the Verification and
Certification of Non-Forum Shopping. This decision was subsequently contested in the
Supreme Court.

### [ssues:

1. Whether the Court of Appeals erred in dismissing YMCA'’s petition for failing to include
proof of authority for the signatory of the Verification and Certification of Non-Forum
Shopping alongside the petition.

2. The applicability of substantive compliance regarding the Verification and Certification of
Non-Forum Shopping requirement.

### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court reversed the CA’s dismissal, emphasizing the principle of substantial
compliance as acceptable in cases where the petition includes a certification against forum
shopping but is initially missing proof of the signatory’s authority. It underscored the
importance of the objectives behind the rule against forum shopping over strict procedural
adherence, citing previous relevant jurisprudence. The Court also applied the precedent set
in a similar case between the same parties involving an adjacent unit, thereby determining
that Remington unlawfully withheld possession from YMCA.
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### Doctrine:

The Supreme Court reiterated the doctrine of substantial compliance in the context of the
Verification and Certification of Non-Forum Shopping. It underscored that the purpose of
such requirements is to prevent forum shopping and ensure the good faith of filings, rather
than to serve as a trap for procedural missteps. The ruling highlighted the principle of
“stare decisis et non quieta movere” - to adhere to precedents and not to unsettle things
which are established.

### Class Notes:

1. *Verification and Certification of Non-Forum Shopping* - A mandatory requirement for
petitions, used to guarantee the allegations are made in good faith and to prevent multiple
cases involving the same issues.

2. *Doctrine of Substantial Compliance* - Allows for the acceptance of late compliance with
certain procedural requirements, provided the core objectives of the rule (e.g., prevention of
forum shopping) are not compromised.

3. *Authority of Corporate Signatories* - Corporations must demonstrate that individuals
signing documents on their behalf have the proper authority, as derived from corporate
bylaws or board resolutions.

4. *Doctrine of Stare Decisis* - Legal principle requiring courts to follow the principles
established in prior decisions in cases with substantially similar facts.

### Historical Background:

This case exemplifies the evolving legal interpretations surrounding procedural
requirements in Philippine court filings, especially concerning corporate litigants and the
balance between strict procedural adherence and substantive justice. It highlights the
judiciary’s approach to promoting fairness and preventing misuse of the legal system
through forum shopping, within the context of the dynamic commercial leasing landscape in
the Philippines.
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