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### Title
**Domingo, Mangabat, and Capalungan vs. Court of Appeals and Rigonan Spouses: A Legal
Battle Over Land Ownership and Validity of Sale**

### Facts
This case revolves around three parcels of land in Batac and Espiritu, Ilocos Norte, owned
by Paulina  Rigonan.  After  her  death  in  1966,  her  relatives  Eugenio  Domingo,  Crispin
Mangabat, and Samuel Capalungan (petitioners) took possession of the properties, claiming
inheritance. However, Felipe C. Rigonan and Concepcion R. Rigonan (respondents), who
asserted  to  have  purchased  the  land  from  Paulina  Rigonan  in  1965,  contested  this
possession. This dispute led Felipe Rigonan to file a complaint for reinvindicacion in 1976 at
the Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Batac, Ilocos Norte, which was later amended to include
his wife as a co-plaintiff.

Throughout the legal proceedings, the petitioners challenged the validity of the deed of sale,
asserting it was spurious and lacked consideration. Their defense was premised on their
relationship with Paulina Rigonan, resulting in them inheriting the lands upon her death.
Conversely,  the  respondents  defended the validity  of  the sale  by  presenting witnesses
including the notary public who notarized the deed.

The RTC ruled in favor of the petitioners, finding the deed of sale void and establishing the
petitioners as rightful owners through intestate succession. This decision, however, was
reversed by the Court of Appeals (CA), which recognized the Rigonans as the lawful owners,
prompting the petitioners to elevate the matter to the Supreme Court (SC).

### Issues
1. **Validity of the Deed of Sale**: Whether the CA erred in establishing the validity of the
deed of sale despite alleged discrepancies and procedural irregularities.
2. **Factual Findings by Lower Courts**: Whether the CA erred in overturning the factual
findings of the RTC, which traditionally warrants respect and finality.
3. **Consideration for the Sale**: The adequacy and existence of consideration in the deed
of sale regarding the property’s purported sale price.

### Court’s Decision
The SC sided with the petitioners, reinstating the RTC decision. The ruling underscored
several critical points:

– **Validity of the Deed of Sale**: The SC found the deed of sale, clouded by irregularities
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such as the presentation of a carbon copy with alterations and the absence of a typewritten
original, insufficient to establish its validity. Testimonies aimed at legitimizing the deed
were deemed unconvincing, notably impacted by the retraction of a supposed witness and
the unreliability of the notary public’s account, who acted both as a witness and notarizer.

– **Inadequacy of Consideration**: The court questioned the alleged sale price’s adequacy,
deeming it grossly inadequate given the size and value of the properties involved. This cast
further doubt on the transaction’s validity.

–  **Physical  and  Mental  Capacity  of  the  Vendor**:  The  vendor’s  physical  and  mental
capacity to consent to the sale came under scrutiny, with the SC finding it unlikely that she
could have meaningfully agreed to the sale given her condition at the time.

### Doctrine
– **Validity of Sale Transactions**: A deed of sale marred by procedural irregularities,
alterations, and without adequate consideration is null and void.
– **Role of Factual Findings in Appeals**: While factual findings of trial courts are generally
accorded  great  respect,  appellate  courts  have  the  duty  to  scrutinize  these  findings,
especially  where  contradictions,  speculative  inferences,  or  legal  misinterpretations  are
concerned.

### Class Notes
– **Intestate Succession**: Defined by the circumstance where property is inherited in the
absence of a valid will or sale document.
– **Reinvindicacion**: A legal remedy seeking the recovery of real property lost through
wrongful possession.
– **Burden of Proof**: The responsibility to establish the truthfulness and validity of claims,
such as the existence and authenticity of a deed of sale, lies with the party making the
claim.
– **Consideration in Contracts**: An essential element, which if found grossly inadequate,
can indicate a void or fictitious sale.
– **Capacity to Consent**: Contractual consent obtained from individuals without the full
capacity to understand the nature and consequences of the transaction is not valid.

### Historical Background
This case reflects on a common legal dispute in the Philippines regarding land ownership,
inheritance,  and the validity  of  property transactions.  It  underscores the challenges in
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property succession and the meticulous scrutiny required in validating sale transactions,
especially in instances where there are questions surrounding the consent and agreement of
the involved parties.


