G.R. No. 117683. January 16, 1998 (Case Brief / Digest)

Title: People of the Philippines v. Teofilo Taneo

Facts:

On May 23, 1994, in Sitio Bihang, Bongoyan, Borbon, Cebu, Mencina Taneo, a minor born
on June 6, 1976, was at home with her family. After her mother, who had just recovered
from a fever, was sent to fetch corn grits from a store about one kilometer away, Mencina
was left in the house with her father, Teofilo Taneo, and her younger sisters. Teofilo sent
away Mencina’s two younger sisters to be alone with her. Upon waking due to pain,
Mencina found her father naked from the waist down, assaulting her. Despite her
resistance, Teofilo overpowered and raped her, threatening her life if she disclosed the
incident. Mencina kept the ordeal secret until the next day when she confided in her aunt,
leading to Teofilo’s arrest and subsequent examination of Mencina, which noted slight
redness in the posterior part of her labia minora among other findings. The case reached
the Regional Trial Court of Cebu City, which convicted Teofilo Taneo of rape and sentenced
him to death, awarding moral and exemplary damages to Mencina. Teofilo appealed,
challenging the credibility of Mencina’s testimony, the disregard of medical findings, the
credence given to his defense, and the sufficiency of evidence to convict beyond reasonable
doubt.

Issues:

1. Whether the court erred in crediting Mencina'’s testimony.

2. Whether the court erred by not appreciating the medical findings.

3. Whether the court erred by not giving credence to Teofilo’s defense.
4. Whether Teofilo was convicted despite insufficient evidence.

Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court affirmed the trial court’s decision, dismissing Teofilo’s contentions one
by one:

1. The Court found Mencina’s account credible, consistent, and supported by her
spontaneous actions following the incident.

2. The Court ruled that the lack of physical evidence of rape (e.g., hymenal lacerations) does
not preclude the occurrence of rape, especially given the victim’s testimony and
circumstances surrounding the medical examination.

3. Teofilo’s defense of alibi and denial were found inferior to the positive identification and
testimony of Mencina. Furthermore, the plea for forgiveness interposed by Teofilo’s family
was seen as an admission of guilt.

4. The evidence, primarily the testimony of the victim, was deemed sufficient to establish
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Teofilo’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The imposition of the death penalty was justified
under the law at the time, considering the victim was a minor and the perpetrator was her
parent.

Doctrine:

In cases of rape, the testimony of the victim, if credible and sufficient, can be the basis of
conviction even in the absence of medical evidence. The moral ascendancy or influence of a
parent over their child can substitute for violence or intimidation. A plea for forgiveness can
be considered an admission of guilt.

Class Notes:

1. Credibility of Witness: The believability of a witness’s testimony, judged by consistency
and the naturalness of their account.

2. Medical Evidence in Rape: Not indispensable; the absence of trauma or lacerations does
not negate rape.

3. Defense of Alibi: Requires proving the physical impossibility for the accused to be at the
crime scene; weakens against positive identification and testimony.

4. Plea for Forgiveness: Can be interpreted as an implied admission of guilt, especially in
cases involving family members.

5. Rape by Ascendant: Penalties are higher when the perpetrator is a parent or exercises
moral ascendancy over the victim.

Historical Background:

This case reflects the rigorous standards the Philippine judicial system applies in evaluating
evidence in rape cases, particularly involving minors and authority figures. It underscores
the evolving legal interpretations and applications in protecting victims of sexual crimes,
emphasizing the primacy of credible testimony over physical evidence.
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