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### Title:
Rhodora Ilumin Racho v. Seiichi Tanaka: Recognition of Foreign Divorce in Philippine
Courts

### Facts:

Rhodora Ilumin Racho and Seiichi Tanaka, a Japanese national, were married in Las Pinas
City, Philippines. After living in Japan for nine years, Tanaka filed for divorce on December
16, 2009, which was granted. Racho acquired a Divorce Certificate from the Japanese
Consulate in the Philippines, which was authenticated by the DFA. Efforts to register the
divorce in the Philippines led Racho to file a Petition for Judicial Determination and
Declaration of Capacity to Marry with the RTC of Las Pinas City, which was denied due to
the insufficiency of evidence - particularly, the Certificate of Divorce was deemed not the
actual decree. Racho appealed the decision, submitting a Certificate of Acceptance of the
Report of Divorce obtained in Japan. The case escalated to the Supreme Court upon further
denial.

### Issues:

1. Whether the RTC erred in dismissing Racho’s petition for insufficiency of evidence.

2. The sufficiency of the Certificate of Acceptance of the Report of Divorce in proving a valid
divorce according to Japanese law.

3. Whether a Filipino spouse can remarry under Philippine law following a valid foreign
divorce initiated by or involving a foreign spouse.

4. The applicability of Article 26 of the Family Code to divorces obtained abroad by Filipino
citizens or their foreign spouses.

### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court granted Racho’s petition, reversing the RTC’s decision. The Court ruled
that the divorce validly obtained abroad according to the foreign spouse’s national law is
sufficient for the Filipino spouse to remarry under Philippine law. It further held that the
Filipino spouse does not need to be the initiating party in the foreign divorce proceeding for
Article 26 of the Family Code to apply, expanding the interpretation to include divorces
obtained by agreement.

### Doctrine:

Judicial recognition of a foreign divorce necessitates that the national law of the foreign
spouse and the divorce decree be properly pleaded and proved. A Filipino spouse may
remarry if the court finds the foreign divorce valid according to the foreign spouse’s
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national law.

### Class Notes:

Key Concepts:

- Requirement for judicial recognition of foreign divorce: presentation and proof of the
foreign divorce decree and the national law of the foreign spouse.

- Article 26 of the Family Code: allows a Filipino spouse to remarry if a valid divorce is
obtained abroad by the alien spouse according to his or her national law.

- Legal admissibility of foreign documents: must follow Rule 132, Section 24 of the Rules of
Court.

Statutory Provisions:

- “Where a marriage between a Filipino citizen and a foreigner is validly celebrated and a
divorce is thereafter validly obtained abroad by the alien spouse capacitating him or her to
remarry, the Filipino spouse shall likewise have capacity to remarry under Philippine law.” -
Article 26, Family Code.

Application:

- Foreign divorces validly obtained according to the national law of the foreign spouse
permit the Filipino spouse the capacity to remarry under Philippine law. This principle
applies irrespective of who among the spouses initiated the divorce proceedings.

### Historical Background:

This case reflects a developing interpretation of Article 26 of the Family Code, aiming to
address the absurd situation where Filipino spouses remained legally married under
Philippine law to foreign spouses who were considered divorced abroad. The Court’s
decision underscores the Philippines’ commitment to gender equality and acknowledges the
complexities of mixed-nationality marriages in a globalized context.
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