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### Title:
Atty. Nora M. Saludares vs. Atty. Reynaldo Saludares: A Disciplinary Action for Gross
Immorality

### Facts:
The case originated from a disbarment complaint filed by Atty. Nora M. Saludares against
her husband, Atty. Reynaldo L. Saludares, accusing him of gross immorality for maintaining
an illicit relationship outside their marriage. Detailed facts of the case revealed through a
sequence of events where Atty. Reynaldo Saludares engaged in actions that compromised
his ethical standing as a member of the Philippine Bar, including admitting to an affair,
displaying affectionate messages and photos  with another  woman,  and announcing his
intentions to live with his paramour, all of which were done disregardfully towards his
marriage and professional ethics.

The procedural  posture  of  the  case  involved multiple  stages,  starting  with  Atty.  Nora
Saludares’ initial filing and eventually leading to a motion to withdraw the complaint due to
its impact on their children. The Supreme Court, however, reopened the case upon a motion
for reconsideration, citing the need for a thorough investigation and resolution based on the
merits.  The  case  was  referred  to  the  Integrated  Bar  of  the  Philippines  (IBP)  for
investigation,  which  initially  recommended  the  case  to  be  closed  and  terminated,  a
recommendation later disregarded by the Supreme Court due to substantial evidence of
gross immorality by Atty. Reynaldo Saludares.

### Issues:
1.  Whether  or  not  Atty.  Reynaldo  Saludares’  conduct  constituted  gross  immorality  in
violation of the Code of Professional Responsibility (CPR).
2. The appropriate disciplinary sanction for Atty. Reynaldo Saludares if found guilty of gross
immorality.

### Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court decisively found Atty. Reynaldo L. Saludares guilty of gross immorality,
emphasizing the sanctity of marriage and the legal profession’s ethical standards. The court
meticulously analyzed evidence, including affectionate messages between Saludares and his
paramour  and  photos  evidencing  their  relationship,  to  establish  the  existence  of  an
extramarital affair that substantially proved gross immorality. By his own admissions and
the incontrovertible proof of his inappropriate relationship, Atty. Saludares’ actions were
deemed inconsistent with the ethical conduct expected of a lawyer. Consequently, the court
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ordered his disbarment,  citing precedents and principles governing disciplinary actions
within  the  legal  profession,  underscoring  that  personal  conduct  affecting  the  legal
profession’s integrity warrants severe sanctions.

### Doctrine:
The decision reiterates the doctrine that lawyers must adhere to the highest standards of
morality and ethical conduct, both in their professional and private lives, as they are officers
of  the  court  and  role  models  in  the  community.  Gross  immorality,  especially  actions
undermining  the  sanctity  of  marriage,  constitutes  grounds  for  disbarment.  This  case
underscores the imperative for lawyers to exhibit conduct that reflects the legal profession’s
dignity  and ethical  standards,  affirming that  personal  behavior can have consequential
impacts on professional licensure and reputation.

### Class Notes:
– **Gross Immorality**: Conduct that is so corrupt as to constitute a criminal act or so
unprincipled as to be reprehensible to a high degree.
– **Ethical Standards for Lawyers**: As officers of the court, lawyers are expected to uphold
the legal  profession’s  integrity  by adhering to  the Code of  Professional  Responsibility,
including maintaining high moral character.
– **Disciplinary Actions in the Legal Profession**: Disciplinary proceedings aim to protect
public interest and ensure the legal profession’s credibility, where sanctions are imposed
not for punitive, but for protective purposes.
– **Doctrine of Moral Turpitude**: Actions constituting moral turpitude, which includes
behavior  that  violates  the standards of  justice,  honesty,  or  good morals,  can result  in
disciplinary sanctions, including disbarment.

### Historical Background:
In the history of the Philippine legal profession, disciplinary cases such as this illustrate the
evolving norms and standards of conduct expected of lawyers. This case contributes to the
jurisprudential  standards  regarding  the  behavior  expected  of  legal  practitioners,
emphasizing the interrelation between personal conduct and professional ethics. It serves as
a reminder and caution to all members of the bar that adherence to ethical and moral
standards is paramount and non-negotiable.


