G. R. Nos. 140900 & 140911. August 15, 2001 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
People of the Philippines v. Roderick Licayan and Roberto Lara

### Facts:

In late hours proceeding August 10, 1998, Joseph Tomas Co and Linda Manaysay were
forcibly abducted from Goodies Pares Mami House, Sampaloc, Manila, by armed individuals
including appellants Roderick Licayan and Roberto Lara, with the aim of extorting a ransom
of P10 million. The abduction was executed under threats and intimidation, with the use of a
firearm, and the victims were later transported to a house in Marikina where they were
illegally detained. The kidnappers utilized Co’s own vehicle for the abduction.

Both victims witnessed the presence of the accused in the safehouse; Licayan and Lara were
identified as part of the welcoming party upon their arrival and as guards during their
captivity. A ransom demand of P10 million was made to Joseph Co’s brother, further
substantiated by phone calls to his office.

Law enforcement was notified by the victims after a daring escape, leading to a police
operation that resulted in the capture of Licayan and Lara. Subsequent to their arrest, both
were positively identified by the victims in a police lineup, despite claims of being arrested
without charges and identifiable procedural defects including the lack of legal counsel
during the lineup.

Their trial at the Regional Trial Court, Branch 272, Marikina City, led to conviction on
counts of Kidnapping for Ransom, ultimately sentencing them to death by lethal injection,
amid defense claims of alibi which were dismissed by the court due to the overwhelming
identification by the victims.

### Issues:

1. Were the witness testimonies credible despite alleged inconsistencies?

2. Was the arrest of accused-appellants legal and according to procedural requirements?

3. Does the involvement of accused-appellants qualify as direct conspiracy in the
kidnapping, or mere complicity?

### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court dismissed the appeal, affirming the trial court’s decision of conviction
for Kidnapping for Ransom. The Court found:

1. The credibility of witness testimonies was upheld, determining that despite minor
inconsistencies, the positive identification of the accused-appellants by the victims was
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conclusive and sufficient for conviction.

2. The legality of the arrest was maintained; any procedural irregularity was deemed cured
by the appellants’ voluntary submission to the court’s authority.

3. The Court found compelling evidence of conspiracy among the accused based on their
concerted actions and common design in the execution of the crime, rejecting the plea of
mere complicity.

### Doctrine:

In a kidnapping for ransom scenario, positive identification by the victim is paramount and
can override allegations of inconsistent testimonies. Furthermore, procedural faults in
arrest and custody can be rectified by the defendant’s subsequent legal participation, and
conspiracy can be inferred from collective conduct reflecting a shared criminal intent.

### Class Notes:

- Positive identification: Critical in criminal convictions based on eyewitness accounts.

- Arrest procedures: Submission to jurisdiction cures procedural defects in the arrest.

- Conspiracy vs. Complicity: Participation in crime can shift from complicity to conspiracy
with proof of concerted action and shared intent.

- Legal representation: Essential during custodial investigations, its absence can lead to
constitutional challenge but not automatically to acquittal.

### Historical Background:

This case underscores the Philippine justice system’s handling of high-profile kidnapping
cases, highlighting the standards for witness credibility, arrest legality, and conspiracy
determination amidst significant public and judicial scrutiny. It reflects on the punitive
measures against kidnapping, particularly when ransom-driven, within the broader context
of addressing and deterring organized crime.
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