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**Title:** Office of the Court Administrator v. Former Judge Rosabella M. Tormis

**Facts:** The case originated from a 2007 judicial audit led by Atty. Rullyn Garcia, Region
7 Judicial Supervisor, investigating alleged irregularities in the solemnization of marriages
at the Municipal Trial Court in Cities of Cebu City, Branches 2, 3, 4, and 8. Two undercover
agents  witnessed  firsthand  the  facilitation  of  “quick”  marriage  ceremonies.  The  audit
revealed that respondent judges, including Former Judge Rosabella M. Tormis, were part of
a scheme that turned marriage solemnization into a business. Initial reports from court
employees and affidavits from private individuals detailed their roles in these schemes.
Tormis and her colleagues were directed to file comments on their charges, leading to their
suspension.

An August 2007 report detailed examination findings from over 643 marriage certificates,
highlighting  numerous  irregularities  like  unaccounted  solemnized  marriages  and
questionable quick issuances of marriage licenses. Following this, Tormis and another judge
filed Memoranda of Law, leading to the lifting of their suspensions but restricting them from
solemnizing marriages pending the case resolution. Both judges sought early resolution,
leading to their receipt of back pay.

In June 2010, Tormis was found guilty of gross inefficiency or neglect of duty among other
charges, which led to a directive for disbarment proceedings due to her previous dismissal
from service for similar offenses.

The disbarment proceedings were initiated by the Office of the Bar Confidant, with Tormis
asking for clarification of the charges, which were grounded on her past administrative
cases reflecting severe misconduct and violations of legal duties as both a judge and a
lawyer.

**Issues:**
1. Whether Tormis’ involvement in the marriage solemnization scheme constitutes gross
misconduct warranting disbarment.
2. The indispensability of affidavits by Plaza and Dela Cerna in proving misconduct for
disbarment.
3. The impact of Tormis’ historical administrative sanctions on her standing as a member of
the bar.

**Court’s Decision:**
The Supreme Court noted that while the absence of direct testimonies from key witnesses
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weakened the evidential base for gross misconduct,  Tormis’ actions proven in previous
administrative  rulings  sufficiently  demonstrated  gross  misconduct.  This  included  her
complicity  in  a  scheme  that  exploited  her  judicial  capacity  to  improperly  solemnize
marriages, violating both the Lawyer’s Oath and specific Canons of the Code of Professional
Responsibility. Thus, notwithstanding the procedural technicalities, the Court found these
actions, compounded by her history of misconduct, as meriting disbarment.

**Doctrine:**
The decision underscored the principle that a judge’s misconduct, especially that which
breaches the trust of the public and the legal profession, can lead to disbarment. This
emphasizes the judiciary’s intolerance for actions by judges or lawyers that undermine the
sanctity  and  legal  processes  of  marriage,  reflecting  a  breach  of  both  the  Code  of
Professional Responsibility and the Lawyer’s Oath.

**Class Notes:**
– **Gross Misconduct:** Action that is a transgression of established and definite rules of
action, a forbidden act, a dereliction of duty, willful in character, implying wrongful intent
and not mere error in judgment.  Essential  elements include corruption, clear intent to
violate the law, or flagrant disregard for established rules.
– **Lawyer’s Oath and Code of Professional Responsibility Violation:** Violations of the
Lawyer’s  Oath  and  specific  Canons  of  the  Code  of  Professional  Responsibility  justify
disciplinary actions, including disbarment.

**Historical Background:**
The case reflects the judiciary’s continued efforts to cleanse its ranks, emphasizing the
serious consequences of judicial officers’ involvement in unlawful activities. It underscores
the judiciary’s commitment to upholding the integrity and sanctity of legal institutions like
marriage, showcasing the vital role of judicial audits and the disciplinary mechanisms of the
legal profession in the Philippines.


