G.R. No. 189176. March 19, 2014 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
**Barry Lanier and Perlita Lanier vs. People of the Philippines**

### Facts:

The case arose after task force operatives received information that Barry Lanier and his
spouse, Perlita Lanier, were allegedly selling illegal drugs in Boracay Island. Following a
successful test-buy operation, the operatives secured a search warrant and discovered
various quantities of “shabu” and marijuana in the Laniers’ residence. Subsequently, an
Information for illegal possession of prohibited drugs under Section 11, Article II of
Republic Act No. 9165 was filed against them.

The Laniers challenged the Information, arguing, among other things, that the drugs were
planted, and moved for a preliminary investigation, which was initially denied but eventually
granted after their motion to quash the Information was denied. The provincial prosecutor
upheld the Information but, upon review, the Secretary of Justice directed its withdrawal,
finding credence in the Laniers’ claims. This withdrawal was challenged by the Office of the
Solicitor General (OSG) through a petition for certiorari to the Court of Appeals, which
eventually led to the reinstatement of the Information against the Laniers.

### Issues:

1. Whether the Court of Appeals erred in reinstating the Information against the Laniers
despite procedural and factual disputes.

2. Whether the Secretary of Justice and the trial court abdicated their discretion in favoring
the Laniers’ narrative and ordering the withdrawal of the Information.

3. Whether the evidence gathered during the search operation was admissible given the
alleged irregularities.

### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court upheld the decision of the Court of Appeals, affirming the presence of
probable cause to sustain the Laniers’ indictment. The Court found that procedural
requirements were sufficiently met for the OSG’s petition for certiorari, including timeliness
and substantial compliance with conditions for reconsideration. Furthermore, the Court
emphasized the separation of powers principle, stating that while the Secretary of Justice’s
finding of probable cause is persuasive, it is not binding on courts. The Court concluded that
the trial court erred by deferring entirely to the Secretary of Justice’s resolution without
making its own independent evaluation of the evidence.
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### Doctrine:

The determination of probable cause for the purpose of filing criminal informations is an
executive function. However, the judiciary may intervene through a special civil action of
certiorari if there’s a showing of grave abuse of discretion amounting to lack or excess of
jurisdiction. Additionally, the evidence obtained in violation of the Rules of Criminal
Procedure, particularly regarding the conduct of searches, may be inadmissible, but the
admissibility and probative value of such evidence are ultimately for the trial court to
determine.

### Class Notes:

- The determination of probable cause is a function of the executive branch, but judicial
review is permissible on the ground of grave abuse of discretion.

- The rules on the proper conduct of searches must be strictly adhered to, and violations
thereof can affect the admissibility of evidence collected during such searches.

- A Motion for Reconsideration is generally a prerequisite to a petition for certiorari unless
falling under established exceptions.

- The factual findings of the Secretary of Justice on probable cause are persuasive but not
binding on the judiciary.

- Probable cause for indictment involves a reasonable belief, more than mere suspicion but
less than evidence that would justify conviction, that a crime has been committed and the
accused is probably guilty thereof.

### Historical Background:

The case presents a scenario where tensions between law enforcement procedures and
individuals’ rights come to the forefront, particularly in drug-related offenses. It
underscores the judicial checks on executive determinations of probable cause in criminal
cases, ensuring that such determinations adhere to legal standards without overstepping
judiciary functions.
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