G.R. No. 215732. June 06, 2018 (Case Brief / Digest)

**Title:** People of the Philippines vs. Christopher Badillos: A Case of Homicide

*Facts:**

On the evening of August 11, 2007, in Bocaue, Bulacan, Philippines, Christopher Badillos
and an unidentified individual allegedly attacked Alex H. Gregory. Badillos, armed with a
knife, and his companion, wielding a wooden club, purportedly ambushed Gregory as he and
his cousin Domingo were walking home after a local fiesta. The assailants’ attack, which
culminated in Gregory being stabbed in the chest by Badillos, led to Gregory’s death due to
serious physical injuries.

Badillos, charged with murder, pleaded not guilty during his arraignment on February 26,
2008. The prosecution presented three main witnesses - Domingo Gregory (the victim’s
cousin), Jonathan Gregory (the victim’s brother), and Elsa H. Gregory (the victim’s mother) -
alongside admitting the forensic physician’s report that concluded Gregory’s cause of death
to be the stab wound inflicted.

On the defense, Badillos claimed an alibi, asserting his presence in Valenzuela City, far from
the crime scene, at the time of the murder. This defense was corroborated by testimonies
from Badillos’ relatives. Despite this, the Regional Trial Court of Malolos, Bulacan, found
Badillos guilty of Murder as defined under Article 248 of the Revised Penal Code. This
decision was upheld by the Court of Appeals, dismissing Badillos’ appeal for
reconsideration.

**Issues:**

1. Whether the statement made by Alex H. Gregory to his brother Jonathan Gregory
identifying Badillos as his assailant constitutes a dying declaration admissible as evidence.
2. Whether the Qualifying Aggravating Circumstance of Treachery was properly appreciated
in the commission of the crime.

3. The validity of the defenses of denial and alibi against positive identification by
eyewitnesses.

4. The correct classification of the crime committed by Badillos in the absence of treachery.

**Court’s Decision:**

The Supreme Court held the appeal merits no favor, thus affirming Badillos’ conviction but
reclassifying the crime from Murder to Homicide. The Court found that Alex Gregory’s
declaration cannot be considered a dying declaration but admitted it as part of res gestae
due to its immediacy post-event, rendering it an exception to the hearsay rule. The Court
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dismissed Badillos’ alibi defense against the positive identification by eyewitnesses,
considering the proximity and opportunity for him to commit the crime.

Moreover, the Supreme Court ruled that the presence of treachery was not adequately
established, as the requisite conditions for considering an attack as treacherous were not
met. Consequently, Badillos’ crime was downgraded to Homicide, adjusting the penalty
accordingly, emphasizing incarceration and monetary damages for the heirs of the
deceased.

**Doctrine:**

This case reaffirms the legal principles surrounding dying declarations, the evidentiary
value of res gestae, and the rigors of proving treachery to qualify a killing as murder. It
delineates the standard for evaluating alibi versus positive identification. Furthermore, it
clarifies the standards for reclassifying crimes based on the qualifying circumstances
proven during the trial.

**Class Notes:**

1. Dying Declaration: Statements made under the consciousness of an impending death
concerning the cause or circumstances leading to such impending death are admissible,
given specific conditions are met.

2. Res Gestae: Statements made spontaneously by a person at the time of a startling event
or immediately thereafter, describing or explaining the event, are exceptions to the hearsay
rule.

3. Treachery: Requires a deliberate choice of means, method, or form of attack to ensure the
assailant’s safety from any defensive or retaliatory act on the part of the victim, and must be
proven as conclusively as the killing itself.

4. Alibi: An inherently weak defense that must be supported by clear and convincing
evidence demonstrating the physical impossibility of the presence of the accused at the
crime scene.

5. Reclassification of Crime: A crime may be reclassified based on the presence or absence
of qualifying circumstances proven during trial affecting the imposable penalties.

**Historical Background:**

This case reflects the continuing evolution of the Philippine legal system’s treatment of
homicide and murder, showcasing the critical analysis and discretion by courts in evaluating
evidence, particularly with respect to victim and eyewitness statements, and the conditions
under which these statements can be considered credible and admissible. It also
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underscores the judiciary’s meticulous application of laws and principles in ensuring just
verdicts.
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