G.R. No. 136781. October 06, 2000 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title: Veterans Federation Party, et al. v. Commission on Elections: A Case Analysis on
the Philippine Party-List System

#### Facts:

The case originated from the first election for party-list representation held simultaneously
with the national elections on May 11, 1998. A total of 123 parties participated, with the
Commission on Elections (COMELEC) initially proclaiming thirteen (13) party-list
representatives from twelve (12) parties that had obtained at least two percent of the total
number of votes cast for the party-list system. This action led to several petitions filed by
party-list organizations and the COMELEC’s resolution to proclaim thirty-eight (38)
additional party-list representatives to complete the full complement of 52 seats in the
House of Representatives as provided under Section 5, Article VI of the 1987 Constitution
and Republic Act (RA) No. 7941. The petitioners contended that the COMELEC gravely
abused its discretion in proclaiming additional representatives in violation of the two
percent threshold and proportional representation requirements set by law.

#### [ssues:

1. Whether the twenty percent allocation for party-list representatives is mandatory or
merely a ceiling.

2. The constitutionality of the two percent threshold requirement and the three-seat limit as
provided in RA 7941.

3. The appropriate method to determine the additional seats for qualified party-list groups.

#### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court partially granted the petitions, setting aside the COMELEC’s resolutions
that ordered the proclamation of additional party-list representatives beyond what was
provided by the two percent threshold and the proportional representation requirements.
The Court held that:

1. The twenty percent allocation for party-list representatives in the House of
Representatives is not mandatory but a ceiling, meaning it is the maximum number of seats
available for party-list representatives but not necessarily to be filled completely.

2. The two percent threshold requirement and the three-seat limit per party are
constitutional as they ensure meaningful representation and prevent the dilution of the
party-list system by an excessive number of participants.

3. In determining the additional seats for qualified party-list groups, a formula was
established that adheres to the principles of proportional representation while respecting
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the maximum seat allocation and the two percent threshold requirement.

#### Doctrine:
The Supreme Court reiterated the doctrine of proportional representation within the
parameters set by the party-list system laws, stating that the allocation of additional seats
must be calculated in a manner that respects the two percent threshold, the three-seat limit,
and the ceiling of twenty percent total party-list representation in the House of
Representatives.

###+# Class Notes:

- The twenty percent allocation for party-list representation is a ceiling, not a mandatory
quota to be filled.

- The two percent threshold requirement ensures parties have significant support to merit
representation.

- The three-seat limit per party prevents any single group from dominating the party-list
representation.

- Proportional representation is crucial in allocating additional seats, following a specific
mathematical formula based on the votes obtained.

- The Supreme Court’s role is to apply the law as it stands, without reinterpreting legislative
intent beyond clear statutory provisions.

#### Historical Background:

The Veterans Federation Party case represents a significant examination of the Philippine
party-list system, establishing clear guidelines for the implementation of this form of
representation. This decision underscored the Supreme Court’s interpretative authority in
ensuring election laws harmonize with constitutional principles, particularly the
representation of marginalized and underrepresented sectors in legislative bodies.
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