UDK-15368. September 15, 2021 (Case Brief / Digest)

Title: **Gil Miguel vs. The Director of the Bureau of Prisons**

Facts:

Gil Miguel was convicted of the crime of murder and sentenced to reclusion perpetua by the
Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Quezon City in Criminal Case No. Q-91-18506. The Supreme
Court affirmed his conviction on March 7, 1996. He was delivered to the National Bilibid
Prison on January 15, 1994. Arguing that he had served more than the required period
under the Good Conduct Time Allowance Law (Republic Act No. 10592), Miguel filed a
Petition for the Issuance of the Writ of Habeas Corpus on August 19, 2015, seeking his
release. The Director General of the Bureau of Corrections, represented by the Office of the
Solicitor General (OSG), filed a Comment opposing the petition. Following several
procedural steps, including the submission of Memoranda as required by the Court, the
Supreme Court tackled the petition’s merits.

Issues:

1. Whether Miguel’s direct petition to the Supreme Court violated the principle of the
hierarchy of courts.

2. Whether Miguel is entitled to the benefits of the Good Conduct Time Allowance (GCTA)
Law.

3. Whether murder is considered a heinous crime, disqualifying Miguel from GCTA benefits.
4. Whether the duration of reclusion perpetua should be capped at thirty years, making
Miguel’s continued detention illegal.

Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court dismissed Gil Miguel’s petition. It emphasized Miguel’s non-compliance
with the principle of the hierarchy of courts, noting that such petitions should ideally be
filed with lower courts unless exceptional circumstances justify direct filing with the
Supreme Court. On the merits, the Court held that Miguel is not entitled to the benefits of
the GCTA Law since the law expressly excludes those convicted of heinous crimes, including
murder, from its coverage. The Court further clarified that murder is considered a heinous
crime and anyone convicted of such is disqualified from GCTA benefits. Regarding the
duration of reclusion perpetua, the Court explained that it is not capped at thirty years but
requires imprisonment of at least thirty years before eligibility for pardon.

Doctrine:
1. Principle of Hierarchy of Courts: Petitioners must observe the hierarchy of courts, filing
petitions first with lower courts unless special and important reasons justify a direct
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invocation of the Supreme Court’s original jurisdiction.

2. Exclusion from the GCTA Law: Individuals convicted of heinous crimes, such as murder,
are explicitly excluded from availing themselves of the benefits under the Good Conduct
Time Allowance Law.

3. Duration of Reclusion Perpetua: The duration of the penalty of reclusion perpetua is not
capped at thirty years; it requires imprisonment of at least thirty years before the convict
becomes eligible for pardon.

Class Notes:

- **Hierarchy of Courts**: Petitions for extraordinary writs should generally be filed in
lower courts, except under special circumstances.

- ¥**Good Conduct Time Allowance Law (RA 10592)**:. Excludes recidivists, habitual
delinquents, escapees, and persons charged with or convicted of heinous crimes.

- **Heinous Crimes**: Crimes that are grievous, odious, and repugnant to common
standards of decency and morality, including those punishable by death under the
provisions of RA 7659.

- ¥*Reclusion Perpetua**: Implies imprisonment for at least thirty years, after which the
convict is eligible for pardon, not automatic release.

Historical Background:

The Good Conduct Time Allowance (GCTA) Law (RA 10592), signed into law in 2013, aims to
improve prison conditions and incentivize rehabilitation through the provision of sentence
reductions for good behavior. However, its application has sparked significant debate,
particularly regarding its applicability to high-profile inmates convicted of heinous crimes.
The case of Gil Miguel vs. The Director of the Bureau of Prisons highlights the judicial
boundaries of GCTA’s applicability and elucidates the classification of crimes as heinous,
impacting eligibility for sentence reductions under the GCTA Law.
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