G.R. No. 220913. February 04, 2019 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
**Padua and Pimentel vs. People of the Philippines: A Case on the Right to Bail and Custody

of Law**

### Facts:

In a detailed sequence of events, Juanito A. Tio, on behalf of Family Choice Grains
Processing Center, Inc., filed a complaint against Allen Padua, Emelita Pimentel, and the
late Dante Frialde, officials of Nviro Filipino Corporation. The accusation entailed that the
defendants deceitfully presented themselves as in the business of power plant construction,
resulting in the swindling of €130,000 for “expat fees,” which was never remitted to their
supplier, among other allegations of financial deception. The complaint led to the issuance
of four separate Informations under estafa charges filed in Cauayan City, Isabela, in 2010.

Upon the Assistant Provincial Prosecutor’s recommendation, warrants of arrest were issued.
Four years later, Padua and Pimentel sought to quash the arrest warrants and sought bail,
asserting their right due to the failure of the Informations to incorporate aggravating
circumstances necessary for imposing the penalty of reclusion perpetua. The trial court
denied their motions due to their at-large status, leading to the petitioners’ motions for
reconsideration, subsequently denied on similar grounds.

The petitioners elevated their plea to the Court of Appeals, which upheld the trial court’s
rulings, maintaining that the accused must be under court custody to be eligible for bail
consideration. This decision was contested, making its way to the Supreme Court under
claims of error in bail entitlement determinations despite bailable offenses.

### [ssues:

1. Whether the Court of Appeals erred in upholding the denial of bail, considering the
accused were charged with bailable offenses.

2. The necessity of custody of law for bail eligibility and the interpretation of “submitting to
the jurisdiction” of the court in applications for bail and motions to quash arrest warrants.

### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court granted the petition, reversing the Court of Appeals’ decision. The
Court clarified distinctions between applications for bail and motions to quash, emphasizing
that while custody is requisite for the former, it is not necessarily preconditional for
adjudicating other relief forms sought by the accused, as was the case in their Omnibus
Motion. The Court underscored that bail, as a matter of right due to the offenses charged
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not being punishable by reclusion perpetua or life imprisonment, should not be contingent
upon the accused’s custody of law at every procedural stage. The trial court was ordered to
resolve the Motion to Quash and to fix the amount of bail as per procedural guidelines.

### Doctrine:

The Supreme Court reiterated the doctrine that while custody of the law is required before
the court can act upon applications for bail, it is not a prerequisite for adjudicating other
relief forms sought by the accused. Additionally, the right to bail as a constitutional
guarantee is underscored, particularly when the offense charged does not involve penalties
of reclusion perpetua, life imprisonment, or death and where evidence of guilt is not strong.

### Class Notes:

- **Bail**: Bail is a constitutional right, except for offenses punishable by reclusion perpetua
or life imprisonment when evidence of guilt is strong.

- **Custody of the Law**: Required for bail applications, but not necessarily for other
judicial reliefs like motions to quash. A nuanced interpretation suggests that the accused’s
physical submission to jurisdiction (custody) isn’t mandatory for all procedural conducts,
especially for securing rights to which they are entitled regardless of custody status.

- **0Offenses and Penalties**: The discussion differentiates between penalties and their
implications on the right to bail, emphasizing changes in penalty structures due to
legislative amendments (referencing R.A. 10951).

### Historical Background:

The case highlights the evolving interpretations of bail and custody in Philippine
jurisprudence, especially concerning the right to bail pre-conviction. It also underscores
legislative impacts on criminal penalties and how these changes affect rights and processes
within the judiciary, demonstrating the dynamic interplay between law, procedural justice,
and constitutional rights.
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