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### Title:
People of the Philippines vs. Jose Armando Cervantes Cachuela and Benjamin Julian Cruz
Ibañez

### Facts:
This case involved appellants Jose Armando Cervantes Cachuela and Benjamin Julian Cruz
Ibañez, who were convicted of the special complex crime of robbery with homicide. On July
23,  2004,  Ibañez  visited  Weapons  System Corporation  (WSC),  inquiring  about  various
aspects  of  the  company,  hinting  at  premeditation.  On July  26,  WSC was  robbed,  and
employee  Rex  Dorimon  was  found  murdered.  Following  an  investigation  triggered  by
information  from  an  asset,  the  National  Bureau  of  Investigation  (NBI)  conducted
entrapment operations leading to the appellants’ arrests. Recovered from them were stolen
firearms, including those proven to be used in the crime. The appellants were charged,
tried, and convicted at the Regional Trial Court (RTC), with the Court of Appeals (CA) later
affirming this decision with modifications. Both courts found the appellants guilty beyond
reasonable doubt of robbery with homicide, eventually culminating in an appeal to the
Philippine Supreme Court.

### Issues:
1. Admissibility and reliability of circumstantial evidence linking the appellants to the crime.
2. Evaluation of the appellants’ out-of-court identifications and the applicability of legal
doctrines regarding eyewitness identification amidst procedural omissions.
3. Legal assessment of an extrajudicial confession obtained during custodial investigation
and its admissibility against co-accused.
4. Interpretation and application of the doctrine of res inter alios acta within the context of
inculpatory statements.
5. Proper imposition of penalties under the Revised Penal Code for the special complex
crime of robbery with homicide.
6.  Determination of  the sufficiency of  restitution for  the stolen items as  per  evidence
presented.

### Court’s Decision:
The  Supreme  Court  upheld  the  CA’s  ruling  but  modified  the  restitution  amount  to
P1,481,000.00, reflecting the actual value of stolen items as established by evidence. The
Court rigorously reviewed:
– The circumstantial  evidence,  concluding its  sufficiency for conviction by outlining an
unbroken chain leading to the logical conclusion of the appellants’ guilt.
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– The procedural aspects of out-of-court identifications, ultimately finding the police lineup
identification  process  and  an  extrajudicial  confession  unreliable  due  to  significant
procedural  lapses  and  lack  of  corroborative  in-court  identification.
–  The  legal  imperatives  and  precedents  related  to  custodial  investigations  and  the
admissibility  of  confessions,  emphasizing  the  necessity  of  a  truly  independent  and
competent counsel.
– The doctrine of res inter alios acta, excluding the extrajudicial confession from being used
against  co-accused due to  its  hearsay nature,  reaffirming the principles  governing the
admissibility of evidence obtained from conspirators.
– Affirmed the imposition of reclusion perpetua for robbery with homicide, as specified
under the Revised Penal Code, owing to the absence of aggravating circumstances and
based on established jurisprudence regarding civil indemnities and actual damages.

### Doctrine:
–  For robbery with homicide,  the prosecution must  establish the robbery as  the main
purpose of the act, with homicide being incidental. Conviction can rest on circumstantial
evidence if it forms an unbroken chain leading to the conclusion of guilt beyond reasonable
doubt.
– The admissibility of an extrajudicial confession requires that it be voluntary, made with
competent and independent counsel present,  be explicit,  and in writing. Moreover,  the
confession  of  one  co-accused  cannot  be  used  against  another  without  evidence  of
conspiracy.
– Identification procedures and the admissibility of evidence obtained therein must align
with  established  legal  standards  to  ensure  fairness  and  the  reliability  of  eyewitness
identifications.

### Class Notes:
– Robbery with Homicide: Comprises the taking of personal property with intent to gain,
utilizing  violence  or  intimidation  against  a  person,  where,  by  reason  of  the  robbery,
homicide is committed.
–  Custodial  Investigation:  Refers  to  questioning  initiated  by  law  enforcement  after  a
person’s freedom has been significantly restricted. Essential rights must be communicated,
and any  confession  must  be  given  with  the  assistance  of  competent  and  independent
counsel.
– Circumstantial Evidence: Must be more than one circumstance established, facts from
which inferences are derived must be proven, and collectively, they should lead to a guilt
determination beyond reasonable doubt.
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–  Res  Inter  Alios  Acta  &  Extrajudicial  Confessions:  An  extrajudicial  confession  is
inadmissible  against  co-accused  unless  there’s  proof  of  conspiracy  and  the  confession
pertains to and is made during the conspiracy’s existence.
– Reclusion Perpetua for Robbery with Homicide: Imposed in cases without any aggravating
circumstance, with civil indemnity and actual damages based on the gravity of the crime
and established jurisprudence.

### Historical Background:
The case underscores the Philippine legal system’s handling of complex crimes and the
intricacies  of  adjudicating  cases  based  on  circumstantial  evidence  and  procedural
correctness, illustrating the judiciary’s cautious approach to ensuring that convictions rest
on solid, admissible evidence and adherence to procedural safeguards.


