G.R. No. 205412. September 09, 2015 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
**People of the Philippines vs. Adrian Guting y Tomas: A Case Study on Parricide**

### Facts:

The case revolves around the conviction of Adrian Guting y Tomas for the crime of parricide
for killing his father, Jose Guting, on July 30, 2006, in Camiling, Tarlac. Following his plea of
not guilty, the judicial proceedings began with testimonies from witnesses and the
presentation of evidence. The conviction was based on Guting’s spontaneous confession to
the police shortly after the crime, circumstantial evidence, and the absence of any defense
evidence. The case ascended from the Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Camiling, Tarlac to the
Court of Appeals, and eventually to the Supreme Court of the Philippines upon the accused’s
appeal.

#+## Procedural Posture:

- **Regional Trial Court:** Guting was convicted of parricide, sentencing him to reclusion
perpetua and ordering payment for civil indemnity, moral damages, and temperate
damages.

- ¥*Court of Appeals:** Affirmed the RTC’s decision, rejecting Guting’s appeal.

- *Supreme Court:** Reviewed the appeal concerning the admissibility of Guting’s
extrajudicial confession, the sufficiency of circumstantial evidence, and the challenge
against the presumption of innocence.

### [ssues:

1. Whether Guting’s extrajudicial confession without counsel was admissible in evidence.

2. Whether the circumstantial evidence presented was sufficient to convict Guting of
parricide.

3. Whether the constitutional presumption of innocence in favor of Guting was adequately
rebutted.

### Court’s Decision:

1. **Admissibility of Confession:** The Supreme Court ruled that Guting was not under
custodial investigation when he confessed to the police, making his spontaneous admission
admissible as part of the res gestae and not in violation of his constitutional rights.

2. ¥*Sufficiency of Circumstantial Evidence:** The Court found the circumstantial evidence -
including Guting’s immediate confession post-crime, the method of his surrender, and his
behavior post-detainment - sufficient to establish his guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

3. ¥*Presumption of Innocence:** The Court determined that the prosecution effectively

© 2024 - batas.org | 1



G.R. No. 205412. September 09, 2015 (Case Brief / Digest)

rebutted the presumption of innocence through Guting’s spontaneous confession and the
substantial circumstantial evidence, affirming the guilt of Guting.

### Doctrine:

The admissibility of spontaneous confessions under the doctrine of res gestae, and the
sufficiency of circumstantial evidence to convict in the absence of direct evidence, were
upheld. The Court reiterated that for circumstantial evidence to be sufficient, it must form
an unbroken chain leading to a fair and reasonable conclusion pointing to the accused, to
the exclusion of all others, as the guilty party.

### Class Notes:

- **Parricide:** Defined under Article 246 of the Revised Penal Code; requires the killing of
a family member with the penalty of reclusion perpetua to death.

- **Res Gestae:** A spontaneous declaration made immediately after a startling occurrence,
describing or explaining the event, and not elicited by questioning, making it admissible as
an exception to hearsay rules.

- ¥*Circumstantial Evidence:** Must meet three criteria: more than one circumstance; facts
from which inferences are derived are proven; and the combination of all circumstances
produces conviction beyond reasonable doubt.

### Historical Background:

This case underscores the Philippine judicial system’s approach to handling crimes of a
severe and personal nature such as parricide. It reflects the adherence to procedural
standards in evaluating confessions and the reliance on circumstantial evidence in the
absence of direct witness testimony. Furthermore, it illustrates the layers of appellate
review in the Philippine legal system, emphasizing the safeguards against wrongful
convictions while ensuring accountability for criminal acts.
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