G.R. No. 194390. August 13, 2014 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
**Venancio M. Sevilla vs. People of the Philippines (2010): A Case of Falsification through
Reckless Imprudence**

### Facts:

Venancio M. Sevilla, a former councilor in Malabon City, Philippines, was accused of
falsifying his Personal Data Sheet (PDS) by denying the existence of a pending criminal case
against him. Despite knowing otherwise, Sevilla answered “no” to a question on his PDS
about pending criminal cases, specifically, a case titled “People of the Philippines vs.
Venancio Sevilla and Artemio Sevilla” for Assault Upon An Agent Of A Person In Authority
before the Metropolitan Trial Court of Malabon City, Branch 55. His act led to charges
under Article 171(4) of the Revised Penal Code (RPC) for falsification of public documents.
Sevilla pleaded not guilty and attributed the incorrect information on the PDS to his staff
member, Editha Mendoza, claiming he signed the document without verifying its contents.

Simultaneously, an administrative complaint was filed against Sevilla, leading to his
dismissal from service for dishonesty and falsification of official documents proffered by the
Office of the Ombudsman and later affirmed by the Court. The Sandiganbayan, upon
reviewing the case, adjudged Sevilla guilty not of intentional falsification but of falsification
through reckless imprudence under Article 365 of the RPC, concluding his negligence
resulted in the false entry. Sevilla’s motion for reconsideration was denied, prompting an
appeal to the Supreme Court, where he contended that the conviction for a crime not
explicitly charged violated his right to be informed of the accusation.

### Issues:

1. Can an individual be convicted for falsification through reckless imprudence under Article
365 of the RPC when the charge was for intentional falsification under Article 171(4) of the
RPC?

2. Does convicting Sevilla of a crime not explicitly stated in the information violate his
constitutional rights?

### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court dismissed Sevilla’s appeal, affirming the Sandiganbayan’s decision. It
clarified that reckless imprudence resulting in falsification of public documents was
properly convicted under the circumstances, as this offense is included or necessarily
encompasses the offense charged (intentional falsification). The Court reiterated that
reckless imprudence is a distinct offense, not merely a modality of committing another
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crime, emphasizing that the essence of criminal negligence lies in the “mental attitude or
condition behind the act.”

### Doctrine:

The Court established or reiterated the doctrine that offenses committed through reckless
imprudence under Article 365 of the RPC are considered distinct crimes and not merely
modalities of committing felonies, thereby allowing for the conviction of acts that result in
damage, either to persons or property, even if the information initially charged an
intentional felony.

### Class Notes:

- ¥*Reckless Imprudence Resulting in Falsification:** Reckless imprudence under Article
365 of the RPC, resulting in falsification, is distinct from intentional falsification under
Article 171(4) but can be convicted if the act of recklessness results in a falsified document.
- ¥Variance between Allegation and Proof:** An accused can be convicted of an offense that
is either included in or necessarily includes the offense charged, provided the essence of the
wrongful act prosecuted is preserved, respecting the accused’s right to be informed.

- **Charge and Conviction Alignment:** The conviction for acts of reckless imprudence does
not infringe on constitutional rights, even when the original charge was for intentional acts,
provided the proven act is a cognizable offense that inherently includes or is included in the
charged offense.

### Historical Background:

In the Philippine legal system, distinguishing between intentional and negligent acts
constitutes a pivotal aspect of adjudicating criminal responsibility. This case underscores
the judiciary’s interpretative authority in ensuring that culpable negligence, when resulting
in a particular harm or falsification, is aptly recognized and penalized within the framework
of existing penal statutes, thereby reinforcing the principle of legal accountability
irrespective of the perpetrator’s subjective intent.
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