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### Title:
Benjamin Co vs. Republic of the Philippines: A Case of Denied Naturalization

### Facts:
Benjamin Co, born on March 13, 1931, in Bangued, Abra, Philippines, to Chinese parents,
sought Philippine citizenship through naturalization. Co completed his education in the
Philippines, married a Filipina in a Catholic church, speaks English, Ilocano, and Tagalog,
has never been accused of a crime, and engages in local commerce and civic activities.
Despite having never left the Philippines, integrating into Filipino culture, and expressing a
preference for democratic government, his application for naturalization was challenged by
the Republic of the Philippines. The trial court initially granted his petition, requiring the
issuance of a certificate of naturalization upon compliance with all legal requisites after a
two-year period from the decision’s finality. This decision was appealed by the government.

### Procedural Posture:
The Republic of the Philippines, acting as the appellant, contested the trial court’s decision
to grant Co’s petition for naturalization. The government’s appeal was rooted in perceived
deficiencies in Co’s qualifications under Republic Act No. 503, specifically his alleged failure
to comply with certain legal requirements for citizenship.

### Issues:
1.  Did  Benjamin  Co  sufficiently  demonstrate  a  belief  in  the  principles  underlying  the
Philippine Constitution to qualify for naturalization?
2. Did Co conduct himself in a proper and irreproachable manner in his relations with the
Philippine government and the community, as required by naturalization laws?

### Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court sided with the appellant, the Republic of the Philippines, reversing the
trial court’s decision to grant Co’s petition for naturalization. The Court determined that Co
failed  to  explicitly  state  his  belief  in  the  principles  underlying  the  Constitution,  only
asserting a general belief in Philippine laws. Additionally, the Court found that Co did not
properly conduct himself in relation to the government by failing to register his wife and
child with the Bureau of Immigration and neglecting to file an income tax return despite
earnings exceeding the legal threshold.

### Doctrine:
The case reinforced two critical principles in the context of naturalization in the Philippines:
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1. Applicants must demonstrate a specific belief in the principles underlying the Philippine
Constitution, not just a generalized belief in its laws.
2. Proper and irreproachable conduct in relation to both the government and the community
is essential, including compliance with immigration and tax laws.

### Class Notes:
– **Naturalization Requirements**: Applicants must explicitly believe in the principles of the
Philippine Constitution and maintain proper conduct with both the government and their
community.
– **Importance of Tax Compliance**: Demonstrating fiscal responsibility, including the filing
of income tax returns, is integral to the naturalization process.
–  **Interpretation in Favor of  the Government**:  Naturalization laws are to be strictly
construed in favor of the government and against the applicant.

### Historical Background:
This  case  illustrates  the  stringent  requirements  for  naturalization  in  the  Philippines,
emphasizing constitutional allegiance and legal compliance. It reflects the protective stance
of Philippine law regarding citizenship, underscoring the importance of clear demonstration
of loyalty and adherence to legal obligations by those seeking naturalization.


