
G.R. No. 184535. September 03, 2019 (Case Brief / Digest)

© 2024 - batas.org | 1

**Title:** Sister Pilar Versoza, et al. v. People of the Philippines, et al.

**Facts:** Laureano “Larry” Aguirre, a man with cognitive disability, was made to undergo a
bilateral vasectomy without his consent by his legal guardians, the Aguirre Spouses, with
the procedure performed by Dr. Juvido Agatep and based on a psychiatric evaluation by Dr.
Marissa  Pascual.  This  case stemmed from the complaint  filed by Sister  Pilar  Versoza,
representing Heart of Mary Villa, the child-caring agency where Larry was formerly a ward.
The Regional Trial Court of Balanga, Bataan, granted legal guardianship to the Aguirre
Spouses in 1986. In 2001, due to Larry’s emerging sexuality and the guardians’ concern for
his future, they decided on a vasectomy for him, conducted in 2002. Sister Versoza filed a
criminal case against the Aguirres, Dr. Agatep, and Dr. Pascual for falsification, mutilation,
and child abuse under Republic Act No. 7610. The criminal complaints were dismissed,
leading to a series of appeals, including one to the Court of Appeals, which upheld the
dismissal. Sister Versoza then appealed to the Philippine Supreme Court.

**Issues:**
1.  Whether  the  bilateral  vasectomy performed on Larry  constitutes  child  abuse  under
Republic Act No. 7610.
2. Whether the death of Sister Pilar Versoza during the pendency of the appeal affects the
standing of the case.
3. Whether Sister Versoza had the legal standing to file the complaint.

**Court’s Decision:**
The Supreme Court denied the petition, basing its decision on the lack of legal standing of
Sister Versoza following her death and the absence of an appeal from the Office of the
Solicitor General. Furthermore, the Court did not delve into the substantive issue of the
case due to procedural reasons, even though it recognized the importance of the matter
regarding the protection of children with disabilities.

**Doctrine:**
1. A petitioner’s demise extinguishes their legal capacity to pursue an appeal, necessitating
dismissal of their pleadings in court.
2. The role of a private complainant in a criminal case is limited to being a witness, with the
actual prosecution of the case resting upon the State through the Office of the Solicitor
General.

**Class Notes:**
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– The procedural posture of a case is crucial in determining its fate, as seen in the dismissal
due to the petitioner’s death and the absence of action from the Office of the Solicitor
General.
–  Republic  Act  No.  7610  is  instrumental  in  safeguarding  children  against  abuse,
exploitation, and discrimination, highlighting the importance of legal standing and the role
of the complainant in criminal proceedings.
– Legal guardians have rights and responsibilities towards their wards, which must be
exercised within the bounds of law, especially regarding decisions that significantly affect
the ward’s welfare and rights.

**Historical Background:**
This case underscores the evolving legal and societal understanding of disability rights and
the protection of vulnerable individuals. It reflects the tensions between guardianship rights
and the autonomy of individuals with disabilities, set against the broader context of child
protection laws in the Philippines. The case also highlights the importance of psychiatric
evaluations  and  ethical  considerations  in  medical  procedures  involving  intellectually
disabled individuals.


