G.R. No. 133872. May 05, 2000 (Case Brief / Digest)

Title: **People of the Philippines vs. Alexander Tano y Caballero**

Facts:

The case began when the Regional Trial Court of Caloocan City, Branch 127, found
Alexander Tano y Caballero guilty beyond reasonable doubt of the special complex crime of
robbery with rape, and sentenced him to the death penalty. This conviction stemmed from
an event on November 6, 1997, in Caloocan City, Metro Manila, where Tano, with intent to
gain, forcefully robbed and raped Amy de Guzman, taking various items amounting to
P16,000.00 and sexually assaulting her with the use of a bladed weapon. During his
arraignment, assisted by counsel de oficio, Tano pleaded not guilty.

The arrest and trial proceeded with Amy de Guzman providing a detailed account of her
traumatic ordeal, describing how Tano attacked, raped, and robbed her at the video rental
shop where she worked. The defense offered a contradicting version, asserting that Tano
had initially entered the property under different, non-violent circumstances, and later
decided to commit robbery out of financial desperation, denying the rape allegation.

The trial court, assessing the credibility of Amy’s testimony and the circumstances of the
robbery, convicted Tano of the special complex crime of robbery with rape. The presence of
the aggravating circumstance of dwelling, without any mitigating circumstances, warranted
the imposition of the death penalty.

Issues:

1. Evaluation of the evidence and testimonies regarding the rape charge.

2. Sufficiency of prosecution evidence for the conviction of robbery with rape.

3. Proper classification of the crimes committed (whether as a special complex crime of
robbery with rape or as separate offenses).

4. Appropriateness of dwelling as an aggravating circumstance.

Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court found that the original intent behind the robbery was conceived as an
afterthought following the rape, thus, Tano could not be convicted of the special complex
crime of robbery with rape but of two separate crimes: rape and simple robbery. The
examination of testimonies regarding the rape provided credible evidence disputing Tano’s
claims, supporting the victim’s account. In reviewing the proper framing of the crime, the
Court concluded that the actions constituted separate offenses committed in succession
rather than a singular complex crime. Dwelling was not considered as an aggravating
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circumstance since the crime occurred in a commercial space, not a private residence.
Consequently, Tano was sentenced to reclusion perpetua for rape with the additional award
of moral damages to the victim, and a separate sentence for the crime of robbery, with a
required restitution of actual damages incurred.

Doctrine:

The Supreme Court clarified that the commission of two distinct crimes, in this case, rape
followed by robbery, does not automatically constitute a special complex crime.
Furthermore, dwelling as an aggravating circumstance is not applicable in crimes
committed in commercial establishments not primarily used as residences.

Class Notes:

- A young, inexperienced person’s delay in reporting a crime does not discredit their
testimony.

- Robbery with rape classified as separate offenses when the intent to rob is conceived after
the rape.

- The presence of genital injuries is not a requisite for the prosecution of rape.

- ‘Dwelling’ as an aggravating circumstance requires the crime to occur in a space with the
sanctity of privacy as a home.

Historical Background:

This case underscores the imperative of a nuanced understanding of complex crimes
involving robbery and rape within Philippine legal jurisprudence, reflecting on the evolving
standards and protections afforded by the law towards the interpretation of victims’
accounts and the classification of compounded criminal actions. It highlights the judiciary’s
role in meticulously evaluating the circumstances and intentions behind criminal actions for
just sentencing.

© 2024 - batas.org | 2



