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**Title:** Paula T. Llorente vs. Court of Appeals and Alicia F. Llorente: A Conflict of Laws
and Successional Rights in Philippine Jurisprudence

**Facts:**
The genesis of this case revolves around Lorenzo N. Llorente, a former Filipino who became
a United States citizen, his marriages to Paula T. Llorente and subsequently to Alicia F.
Llorente, and the disposition of his estate posthumously. Lorenzo and Paula were married in
the Philippines in 1937; however, during World War II, Paula had an adulterous relationship
leading to their separation. Lorenzo, having become a U.S. citizen, successfully filed for
divorce in California in 1951, which became final in 1952. Thereafter, Lorenzo married
Alicia F. Llorente in 1958, and this union lasted until his death in 1985.

Upon Lorenzo’s death, a contentions legal battle ensued regarding the rightful inheritance
of his estate. Paula filed a petition for letters of administration over Lorenzo’s estate in the
Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Camarines Sur, asserting her status as his surviving spouse
and claiming a share in the conjugal property. Alicia countered by filing a petition for the
issuance of letters testamentary based on Lorenzo’s will that bequeathed everything to her
and their children. The RTC recognized Paula as the surviving legal spouse, invalidating
Lorenzo’s marriage to Alicia due to the non-recognition of the foreign divorce decree in
Philippine law and consequently disregarded Lorenzo’s last will. This decision was partially
modified upon motion for reconsideration and appeal; the Court of Appeals declared Alicia
as a co-owner of the properties acquired during her cohabitation with Lorenzo.

**Issues:**
1. Whether the foreign divorce decree obtained by Lorenzo N. Llorente is recognized and
can be given effect in Philippine jurisdiction.
2. The validity and enforceability of Lorenzo N. Llorente’s last will and testament under
Philippine law.
3. The determination of the rightful heirs to Lorenzo N. Llorente’s estate.

**Court’s Decision:**
The Supreme Court set aside the decision of the Court of Appeals, reinforcing the principle
of lex nationalii (national law) in the determination of the parties’ successional rights. The
Court recognized the validity of  the foreign divorce obtained by Lorenzo,  who was an
American citizen at the time of divorce, and remanded the case to the RTC for the proper
determination of the intrinsic validity of Lorenzo’s will and the consequent distribution of
his estate in accordance with the will’s provisions. The Court emphasized that foreign laws



G.R. No. 124371. November 23, 2000 (Case Brief / Digest)

© 2024 - batas.org | 2

need to be properly pleaded and proved as factual issues. The decision underscored that
issues regarding the validity of testamentary provisions and the order of succession should
be referred to the national law of the decedent.

**Doctrine:**
1.  **Renvoi  Doctrine**:  The  case  illustrated  the  application  of  the  renvoi  doctrine,
discussing the referral back to the law of the decedent’s domicile in questions of succession.
2.  **Recognition  of  Foreign  Divorce**:  The  Supreme  Court  reiterated  its  stance  on
recognizing foreign divorces obtained by Filipinos who have acquired foreign citizenship,
aligning with principles of comity among nations.
3. **Formalities of Wills**: The decision reinforced that the formalities of wills executed by
foreigners are governed by the law of the country where it was executed unless executed in
Philippine diplomatic or consular offices.

**Class Notes:**
– Lex Nationalii: This principle affirms that the national law of the person determines the
rules for succession.
–  Recognition  of  Foreign  Divorce:  Foreign-divorced  Filipinos  naturalized  as  citizens  of
another country can have their marital status and subsequent marriages recognized under
Philippine law.
– Renvoi Doctrine: Circumstances under which Philippine courts may refer a legal issue
back to the law of a foreign state.
– Testamentary Capacity and Succession: The capability to devise one’s estate through a will
is determined by the national law of the decedent at the time of his death.

**Historical Background:**
The  Llorente  case  epitomizes  the  complexities  of  cross-jurisdictional  legal  conflicts  in
Philippine jurisprudence, particularly involving Filipinos who change their nationality and
the application of foreign divorce decrees. It exposes the friction between staunch Catholic
beliefs,  which  traditionally  oppose  divorce,  and  the  legal  recognition  of  the  rights  of
individuals  who  have  lawfully  ended  their  marriages  abroad.  The  decision  marked  a
significant affirmation of the Philippines’ respect for the principle of comity and the realities
of a globalized Filipino diaspora.


