G.R. No. 207949. July 23, 2014 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title: People of the Philippines v. Armando Dionaldo y Ebron, et al.
### Facts:

On May 16, 2003, Edwin Navarro was kidnapped by Armando Dionaldo, Renato Dionaldo,
Mariano Gariguez, and Rodolfo Larido in Caloocan City. The kidnappers demanded a
ransom of P15,000,000.00, later agreeing to P110,000.00. Edwin was eventually killed. The
suspects were arrested following an investigation, which utilized Rodolfo’s confession that
he was part of the plan, targeting Edwin for ransom.

An Information charged the appellants with Kidnapping and Serious Illegal Detention,
including for ransom and resulting in death. They pleaded not guilty, claiming alibis and
alleging torture by police. However, the trial court convicted them, based on credible
prosecution witness testimony and established participation in the kidnapping for ransom.
Furthermore, the connection between them and the acts committed was well-established
through a Certificate of Death proving Edwin’s demise.

### Issues:

1. Whether the accused-appellants are guilty beyond a reasonable doubt of Kidnapping and
Serious Illegal Detention for ransom with the subsequent death of the victim.

2. Whether the acts of the accused constituted conspiracy in the commission of the crime.

3. Whether the trial and appellate courts correctly adjudged the case without considering
the victim’s death in their judgment.

##4# Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court dismissed the appeal, upholding the lower courts’ rulings but modified
the conviction to Kidnapping for Ransom with Homicide. This modification was justified by
acknowledging the special complex crime since the victim’s kidnapping resulted in death, a
condition both alleged in the Information and established in trial. The Court equally held all
appellants liable under the concept of conspiracy. As capital punishment was suspended by
RA 9346, reclusion perpetua without eligibility for parole was imposed. Additionally, the
Court awarded damages to the victim’s family: P100,000.00 as civil indemnity, P100,000.00
as moral damages, and P100,000.00 as exemplary damages, with interest.

### Doctrine:

The decision established the application of the special complex crime of Kidnapping for

© 2024 - batas.org | 1



G.R. No. 207949. July 23, 2014 (Case Brief / Digest)

Ransom with Homicide under Article 267 of the Revised Penal Code as amended by RA
7659. It clarified that in cases involving kidnapping where the victim is killed, whether
intentional or as an afterthought, the crime committed is not merely serious illegal
detention but a special complex crime that mandates elevated penalties.

##4# Class Notes:

- Elements of Kidnapping for Ransom: (1) the offender is a private individual, (2) kidnaps or
detains another, or in any manner deprives the latter of liberty, (3) the act is illegal, and (4)
committed for the purpose of extorting ransom.

- Conspiracy is recognized when two or more persons come to an agreement concerning the
commission of a felony and decide to commit it. The liability of conspirators is collective.

- The special complex crime of Kidnapping for Ransom with Homicide is committed when a
kidnapping for ransom results in the death of the victim, irrespective of the intentional
seeking of death or whether it was merely incidental.

- Civil indemnity, moral damages, and exemplary damages are awardable in cases where
the death penalty is warranted but not imposable due to the suspension of capital
punishment.

### Historical Background:

This case highlights the serious implications of kidnapping for ransom within Philippine
jurisdiction, particularly when it culminates in the loss of life. It provides jurisprudential
clarification on the treatment of kidnapping with resultant death as a special complex crime,
promoting a nuanced understanding of criminal liability and the amplification of penalties to
address the gravity of harm inflicted.
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