G.R. No. 141647-51. March 06, 2002 (Case Brief / Digest)

Title: The People of the Philippines vs. Sailito Perez y Gazo

Facts:

Sailito Perez y Gazo faced charges in five separate Informations for statutory rape and acts
of lasciviousness against his 11-year-old niece, Jobelyn Ramos, in various instances
throughout January and February 1998, in Malabon, Metro Manila. The prosecution detailed
incidents where Perez allegedly sexually assaulted Ramos when she was either asleep or
alone at home, with threats to harm her family if she disclosed the abuse. The defense
argued denial and alleged a grudge from the victim’s mother due to a financial dispute. The
Regional Trial Court conducted joint trials due to the similarity of the cases and ultimately
found Perez guilty, sentencing him to reclusion perpetua for the rape charges and
indeterminate penalties for the acts of lasciviousness.

Issues:

1. Whether the uncorroborated testimony of the victim in rape cases is credible and
sufficient for conviction.

2. Whether the sexual assault incidents constituted consummated rape or should be
reclassified.

3. Correct imposition of penalties under the law, taking into account the mitigating
circumstance of minority.

Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court modified the lower court’s decision. It held that the sole testimony of a
rape victim can suffice for a conviction if credible, rejecting the claim for corroboration.
However, the Court found that the acts in three instances did not constitute consummated
rape but attempted rape, as no full penetration occurred. For the act of lasciviousness, the
Court affirmed the conviction, and for the instance of anal rape, it reclassified the crime
under the provisions of the Anti-Rape Law of 1997. The Court recalculated the penalties
taking into consideration the mitigating circumstance of Perez’s minority at the time of the
crimes and applied the Indeterminate Sentence Law where appropriate.

Doctrine:

The sole, uncorroborated testimony of a rape victim is sufficient for conviction if found
credible and convincing. For rape to be consummated, there must be proof of penetration;
otherwise, such acts may only constitute attempted rape. Furthermore, acts of
lasciviousness require lewd design without the victim’s encouragement.
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Class Notes:

- Testimony in Rape Cases: The credibility of the victim’s testimony can be sole basis for
conviction if deemed credible.

- Rape Definition and Consummation: For consummation, there must be at least the
slightest penetration. Absence of such means the act could be classified as attempted rape.

- Acts of Lasciviousness: Defined by lewd acts with force or intimidation, when the victim is
under 12, or due to other incapacitating circumstances.

- Minor as an Accused: Minority is a privileged mitigating circumstance affecting the
imposition of penalties.

- Relevant Statutes: Anti-Rape Law of 1997 (RA 8353) redefines and expands the definition
and penalties for rape.

Historical Background:

This case reflects the progression of the Philippine legal system’s approach towards sexual
crimes, particularly in the context of child victims and the evaluation of consent and force.
The Supreme Court’s nuanced analysis emphasizes the importance of dignity, protection of
minors, and has significant bearings on the interpretation and prosecution of sexual
offenses.

© 2024 - batas.org | 2



