G.R. No. L-2321. January 31, 1950 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
**The People of the Philippines vs. Arsenia Nunez: A Case of Treason During the Japanese
Occupation**

### Facts:

The case revolves around Arsenia Nunez, a Filipino citizen, charged with the crime of
treason during the Japanese occupation in the Philippines. The prosecution’s charge against
her described acts of allegedly pointing out individuals to the Japanese forces as guerrillas
or connected to guerrillas, leading to their arrest and disappearance. The accusations
covered activities from December 1941 to March 1945, specifically highlighting an incident
in July 1944 in the barrios of Tapia and Pasong Kawayan, General Trias, Cavite. Nunez's
defense centered on a claimed abduction and coercion by a guerrilla band known as
“Texas,” allegedly forcing her under duress to act against her will. The case reached the
Supreme Court on appeal from the People’s Court, which had sentenced Nunez to reclusion
perpetua, along with a fine and the costs.

### Issues:

1. Whether the acts attributed to Arsenia Nunez, specifically pointing out individuals to the
Japanese forces, constituted treasonable offenses.

2. Whether the prosecution successfully established the guilt of Arsenia Nunez beyond
reasonable doubt.

3. The consideration of circumstantial evidence and the defendant’s intent behind the
alleged actions.

4. The applicability and effect of the mitigating circumstance of minority (Arsenia Nuhez
being under 18 but over 15 at the time of the offense).

### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court, in addressing each issue, found that:

1. The act of pointing out individuals to the Japanese forces, leading to their arrest and
disappearance, did qualify as treasonable offenses, as they provided “aid and comfort” to
the enemy during wartime.

2. Despite the defense’s narrative of abduction and coercion, the evidence presented by the
prosecution, including testimonies from multiple witnesses, adequately established Nunez’s
voluntary participation in the treasonable acts beyond reasonable doubt.

3. The court rejected the argument that Nunez’s actions were justified by her alleged
abduction and abuse by the “Texas” band, finding no valid excusal for her treasonable
conduct.
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4. Although acknowledging her minor status at the time of the offenses, the Court adjusted
the original sentence while affirming the conviction, reducing the sentence to ten years of
prision mayor.

### Doctrine:

This case reiterates the legal principles surrounding the crime of treason, particularly under
the context of wartime occupation. It underscores the element of providing “aid and
comfort” to the enemy as central to the offense. Additionally, it affirms the approach to
sentencing minors involved in such crimes, emphasizing the importance of age as a
mitigating factor but not as an exculpatory one.

### Class Notes:

- ¥*Treason:** Defined as giving aid and comfort to the enemy in times of war. (Revised
Penal Code of the Philippines, Article 114)

- *Mitigating Circumstances:** The acknowledgment of minority (age between 15 and 18)
as a factor reducing the penalty severity, but not negating guilt. (Revised Penal Code of the
Philippines, Article 68, Paragraph 2)

- **Circumstantial Evidence**: Can be sufficiently compelling to establish guilt beyond
reasonable doubt, especially when direct evidence is supported by consistent and credible
witness testimony.

- *Indeterminate Sentence Law**: Not applicable to treason, highlighting how certain
severe crimes face stricter sentencing rules.

### Historical Background:

This case took place within the broader context of the Japanese occupation of the
Philippines during World War II, a period characterized by widespread resistance
movements and brutal counter-insurgency measures by the occupying forces. The legal
proceedings against individuals like Arsenia Nunhez highlight the complex questions of
loyalty, survival, and betrayal faced by occupied populations during wartime.
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