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### Title:
People of the Philippines vs. Juanito Apattad

### Facts:
Juanito Apattad faced four separate criminal cases for raping his own daughter, identified
herein as AAA, a minor below 12 years of age, at their home in Peñablanca, Cagayan. The
alleged incidents took place at various times in 2001, 2002, and twice in June 2003. Apattad,
assisted by counsel, pleaded not guilty to all charges during his arraignment. A pre-trial
conference was held, stipulating AAA’s identity, relation to Apattad, minor status, and the
existence of a medical report indicating sexual abuse.

During the trial, AAA testified about the series of rapes committed by her father, detailing
how she was molested while sleeping beside her siblings and threatened not to tell her
mother. Her testimony was corroborated by a medico-legal report showing signs consistent
with rape. Apattad, in his defense, denied the allegations, attributing the case to his wife’s
vengeance for suspecting him of having an affair. A co-worker also testified, providing an
alibi for Apattad and claiming AAA disclosed that her accusations were fabricated at her
mother’s behest.

The trial court found Apattad guilty of three out of the four charges, acquitting him on one
count due to insufficient evidence. Apattad appealed the decision, which was affirmed by
the Court of Appeals (CA) with modifications regarding the damages awarded.

### Issues:
1. Whether the defense of denial and alibi should prevail over the positive identification and
testimony of the victim.
2. Whether the guilt of the accused was proven beyond reasonable doubt.
3. The appropriateness of the damages awarded to the victim.

### Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court upheld the CA’s decision, convicting Apattad of three counts of rape.
The Court reasoned that denial and alibi are weak defenses, especially when they conflict
with  the  positive  identification  and  credible  testimony  of  the  victim.  Moreover,  it
emphasized that the physical possibility of Apattad’s presence at the crime scene negates
the alibi,  and third-party testimonies supporting an alibi  must come from credible and
disinterested witnesses, which was not the case here.

The Court meticulously dissected the testimonies,  medical  findings,  and circumstances,
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affirming that the evidence against Apattad established his guilt beyond reasonable doubt.
Additionally, the Court modified the awards for damages, considering the severity of the
crimes committed against a minor by her father.

### Doctrine:
This case reiterated the doctrine that denial and alibi are weak defenses against the positive
identification of the perpetrator by the victim. It further established that in cases of rape,
especially those involving minors and committed within a familial context, the Court places
significant weight on the victim’s testimony and corroborative medical evidence.

### Class Notes:
– **Denial and Alibi:** These defenses are often considered weak and cannot prevail over
positive, clear, and credible testimony of the victim, especially in rape cases.
– **Elements of Rape under Article 266-A of the Revised Penal Code:** (1) the offender had
carnal  knowledge  of  a  woman,  and  (2)  such  act  was  accomplished  under  certain
circumstances such as through force, threat, or when the victim is incapable of giving
consent.

### Historical Background:
This case adds to a significant body of jurisprudence on rape committed by a parent against
their  child,  highlighting the delicate balance courts  must  maintain between skepticism
towards easy-to-malign accusations and the inherent difficulties in disproving such charges.
The legal process, starting from the Regional Trial Court to the Supreme Court, exemplifies
the judiciary’s approach to handling sensitive cases with the utmost care for the rights of
both the accused and the victim, while strictly adhering to evidentiary standards and legal
doctrines.


