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### Title: The People of the Philippines vs. Lito Macapanas Y Ecija

### Facts:
On December 7, 1999, at approximately 7:30 AM, AAA, a 19-year-old college student, was
en route to school when Lito E. Macapanas, masked and armed with a bolo, abducted her.
Macapanas forcibly took AAA to an isolated house, where he threatened her with death,
raped her, and later stabbed her when she attempted to escape. AAA identified Macapanas
as her assailant, a claim substantiated by Dr. Elizabeth Co-Loyola’s medical examination,
which found hymenal lacerations consistent with rape.

Macapanas was arraigned and pleaded not guilty, offering an alibi that he was collecting
coconuts far from the crime scene. His defense included testimonies from his sister-in-law
and wife, both attempting to establish his alibi. The trial court found Macapanas guilty of
rape, sentencing him to reclusion perpetua and ordering him to pay damages. The Court of
Appeals  affirmed  the  decision,  adding  moral  damages  to  the  compensation  owed  by
Macapanas.

### Issues:
1. Whether the testimonial, medical, and circumstantial evidence presented was sufficient to
establish the guilt of the accused beyond a reasonable doubt.
2. The credibility of the victim’s testimony and the delayed disclosure of the rape.
3. The validity and effect of the accused’s alibi in the face of direct identification by the
victim.
4. The procedural appropriateness of the out-of-court identification process.
5. The application and interpretation of the laws pertinent to rape under the Philippine legal
statutes.
6.  The imposition of  reclusion perpetua and damages in  cases of  rape proven beyond
reasonable doubt.

### Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court  affirmed the conviction of  Macapanas for  rape,  with modifications
regarding  damages.  The  Court  meticulously  dissected  the  presented  issues,  ultimately
upholding the credibility of the victim’s testimony despite her delayed disclosure, which was
deemed reasonable under the circumstances. The Court rejected Macapanas’s alibi, given
the  direct  and  positive  identification  by  the  victim,  further  supported  by  the  medical
findings of rape. The Court also found the out-of-court identification process valid, noting
that a police lineup is not a prerequisite for credible identification. The decisions of both the
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trial  court  and  the  Court  of  Appeals  were  found  to  be  in  accordance  with  law  and
jurisprudence, leading to the affirmation of Macapanas’s reclusion perpetua and an increase
in damages awarded to the victim.

### Doctrine:
Positive  and  categorical  identification  of  the  accused,  where  corroborated  by  medical
findings consistent with rape, suffices to sustain a conviction beyond reasonable doubt. The
defense of alibi is weak against unflinching identification by the victim. Delay in the victim’s
disclosure of rape, especially when justified, does not undermine credibility.

### Class Notes:
– **Rape (Article 266-A, RPC):** Committed by a man who has carnal knowledge of a woman
through force, threat, or intimidation.
– **Elements:** Force or intimidation, and non-consent of the victim.
– **Positive Identification:** Key in rape cases; can override the defense of alibi.
– **Delayed Disclosure:** Not unusual in rape cases; does not automatically discredit the
victim.
– **Damages in Rape Cases:** Mandatory civil indemnity and moral damages; the presence
of  an  aggravating  circumstance  like  use  of  a  deadly  weapon  can  warrant  exemplary
damages.

### Historical Background:
The case took place amid evolving laws on rape in the Philippines, particularly the shift from
the classification of rape from a crime against chastity to a crime against persons with the
enactment of Republic Act 8353, expanding the definition of rape and introducing penalties
including  reclusion  perpetua.  This  legal  evolution  reflects  the  Philippine  judiciary’s
commitment to addressing sexual violence more effectively and sensitively, recognizing the
grave impact of such crimes on victims and society.


