G.R. No. 130547. October 03, 2000 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title: Leah Alesna Reyes et al. vs. Sisters of Mercy Hospital et al.

### Facts:

This case involves Leah Alesna Reyes, representing herself and her children, petitioning
against Sisters of Mercy Hospital, specific medical personnel including Dr. Marvie Blanes
and Dr. Marlyn Rico, for damages following the death of Jorge Reyes due to alleged medical
negligence. Jorge Reyes was admitted to the hospital with symptoms suggesting typhoid
fever and died hours after receiving treatment.

Upon Jorge’s worsening condition five days post-symptom onset, he was admitted to Mercy
Community Clinic and attended by Dr. Marlyn Rico, who suspected typhoid fever, ordering a
Widal Test among others. The test suggested Jorge was positive for typhoid. As Dr. Rico’s
shift ended, Dr. Marvie Blanes continued Jorge’s care, prescribing chloromycetin after
confirmation of drug compatibility. Despite two doses, Jorge’s condition deteriorated,
leading to his death from “Ventricular Arrythemia Secondary to Hyperpyrexia and typhoid
fever.”

The petitioners filed a complaint for damages, claiming negligence in hurried diagnosis and
wrong medication administration. The trial court, followed by the Court of Appeals,
dismissed the complaint, affirming no evidence of negligence.

### Issues:

1. Application of the doctrine of res ipsa loquitur.
2. Assumption of a lower standard of medical practice in different geographical locations.
3. The suitability of the administered care and medication.

### Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court upheld the Court of Appeals decision, rejecting the application of res
ipsa loquitur as the condition of Jorge Reyes upon hospital admission indicated a severe
illness, making the consequent deterioration and death not inherently indicative of
negligence. Expert testimony was deemed necessary, with the expert opinions presented
affirming the care given to Jorge met standard medical practices, including the diagnosis
process and medication administered. It was also clarified that the standard of care for
physicians does not equate to the extraordinary diligence required of common carriers, with
medicine having its inherent standards and regulations.

### Doctrine:
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The case reiterates medical negligence requires proving deviation from the standard care
resulting in harm, and res ipsa loquitur applies uniquely, not displacing the necessity for
expert testimony in medical malpractice unless the negligence is evident to a layperson. It
underscored the locality-based standard of care does not imply differentiated standards of
medical negligence but adjusts expectations to technological and resources accessibility in
the given area.

### Class Notes:

- **Medical Negligence Elements:** Duty, breach, injury, and proximate causation.

- **Res Ipsa Loquitur:** Applicable in medical malpractice when negligence is evident
without expert testimony.

- **Standard of Care:** Reasonably competent care under similar circumstances, not
necessitating extraordinary diligence as with common carriers.

### Historical Background:

The Reyes vs. Sisters of Mercy Hospital case underscores the evolving legal interpretation
and application of medical negligence standards within the Philippine judiciary. It reflects a
nuanced understanding of medical practice’s complexities, balancing patient protection with
realistic expectations of medical care provisions.
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