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**Title: The Comprehensive Legal Analysis of Martial Law in the Philippines: The 1973
Habeas Corpus Cases**

**Facts:**
In September 1972, President Ferdinand E. Marcos of the Philippines declared Martial Law
(Proclamation No. 1081), citing growing threats of rebellion and insurrection. This act led to
the issuance of General Order No. 2, authorizing the arrest and detention of individuals
considered as participating or aiding in efforts to seize government power. Among those
arrested were prominent politicians, journalists, and activists, including Benigno S. Aquino,
Jr., Ramon Mitra, Jr., Francisco Rodrigo, Napoleon Rama, and several others.

Following their arrests, several petitions for the writ of habeas corpus were filed before the
Supreme Court, questioning the legality of their arrest and detention, and challenging the
constitutionality of Proclamation No. 1081. These petitions were consolidated under a series
of decided cases collectively recognized for their deep legal and historical implications in
Philippine jurisprudence.

The procedural journey to the Supreme Court involved the petitioners filing for habeas
corpus, asserting that their detention lacked legal basis and that Martial Law, along with
general  orders issued,  violated their  constitutional  rights.  Respondents,  represented by
high-ranking defense and military officials, countered that the President’s proclamation and
subsequent  actions  were  constitutional  exercises  of  his  emergency  powers  given  the
circumstances of rebellion and insurrection cited as justifications for Martial Law.

**Issues:**
1. Whether the Supreme Court can inquire into the constitutional validity of Proclamation
No. 1081 and the consequent arrests made under General Order No. 2.
2.  Whether  the  proclamation  of  Martial  Law and  the  arrests  made  under  it  were  in
accordance with the 1935 Philippine Constitution.
3. Whether the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus was justified.
4. Whether the conditions imposed on those released from detention were constitutional.

**Court’s Decision:**
1. The Court concluded that it could inquire into the validity of Proclamation No. 1081 to
determine whether the President acted within his constitutional powers and not arbitrarily.
However, the Court also declared that the decision of the President to declare Martial Law
is final and conclusive upon the courts provided it’s exercised within the constitutional
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bounds.
2. On the legality of Martial Law proclamation and the arrests, the Court found that given
the conditions at the time, the President did not act arbitrarily. The presence of rebellion
and insurrection justified the declaration of Martial Law and the suspension of the privilege
of the writ of habeas corpus.
3. The Court held that the suspension of the privilege of the writ was an inherent and
necessary consequence of the proclamation of Martial Law under the conditions prevailing
at the time.
4. Regarding the restrictions imposed on those released, the Court deemed them necessary
and constitutional, as they were related to and consistent with the objectives of national
security and public safety.

**Doctrine:**
The ruling reiterates that the President’s decision to declare Martial Law and suspend the
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, under the context of rebellion or insurrection, is
subject to judicial inquiry only to the extent of determining whether there was arbitrary use
of  power.  Additionally,  it  established  that  such  a  decision,  when  made  within  the
constitutional bounds, is final and conclusive upon the courts.

**Class Notes:**
– Martial Law can be declared by the President in instances of invasion, insurrection, or
rebellion when public safety requires it, under the 1935 Philippine Constitution.
– The suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus is an inherent consequence of
the declaration of Martial Law, justifiable when there is factual existence of rebellion or
insurrection.
– The discretion of the President in the declaration of Martial Law and suspension of the
privilege of the writ is subject to judicial review only to the extent of assessing arbitrariness
in the exercise of such power.
– Conditions of restriction imposed upon individuals released from detention during Martial
Law  are  deemed  constitutional  if  they  are  necessary  for  and  directly  related  to  the
objectives of national security and public safety.

**Historical Background:**
This series of cases came at a pivotal moment in Philippine history, characterized by social
unrest, political instability, and threats of armed insurrection. The Supreme Court’s decision
provided a legal foundation for the continuation of Martial Law, which significantly altered
the course of Philippine governance and politics, shaping the country’s legal and political
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landscape in the years that followed.


