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### Title:
**Gamboa vs. Chan: A Case on the Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Data**

### Facts:
Marynette R. Gamboa, then Mayor of Dingras, Ilocos Norte, appealed the decision of the
Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Laoag City, which denied her the privilege of the writ of
habeas data. Gamboa’s appeal stems from her inclusion in a confidential report by the
Zeñarosa Commission, which identified her as maintaining a private armed group (PAG).
This commission was established through Administrative Order No. 275 by former President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to investigate and dismantle PAGs before and after  the 2010
elections.

The PNP-Ilocos Norte, under respondents P/SSUPT. Marlou C. Chan and P/SUPT. William O.
Fang, conducted surveillance operations on Gamboa and allegedly forwarded unverified
data to the Zeñarosa Commission, leading to her public tagging as maintaining a PAG.
Gamboa argued that this violated her right to privacy and sought relief through the writ of
habeas data, including destruction of the unverified reports and cessation of unwarranted
surveillance.

The RTC, however, dismissed Gamboa’s petition, stating that she had failed to substantially
prove that the information came from the respondents and that the Zeñarosa Commission,
which she did not implead, could have been the organization responsible.

Gamboa escalated the matter to the Supreme Court via an Appeal by Certiorari, arguing
errors on the part of the RTC, including its stance on the necessity of impleading the
Zeñarosa Commission and the alleged lack of  evidence linking the respondents to  the
forwarded information.

### Issues:
1. Whether the inclusion of Gamboa in the report by the Zeñarosa Commission, based on
information forwarded by PNP-Ilocos Norte, violated her right to privacy and warranted the
issuance of a writ of habeas data.
2. Whether the RTC erred in dismissing Gamboa’s petition for writ of habeas data for failing
to prove that the information about her came from the respondents.
3. Whether the RTC erred in its interpretation of the requisites under the Rule on the Writ
of Habeas Data.

### Court’s Decision:
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The Supreme Court denied Gamboa’s petition for review and affirmed the RTC’s decision.
The  Court  acknowledged  that  while  Gamboa’s  inclusion  in  the  report  was  based  on
information collected by the PNP, this act did not constitute a violation or threat to her
privacy that justified the issuance of  the writ.  The collection and dissemination of  the
information were within the mandates of the PNP and the Zeñarosa Commission, under the
legitimate state aim of dismantling PAGs.

### Doctrine:
1. **Right to Privacy vs. State Interest**: The right to privacy is a fundamental right but not
absolute. It may yield to legitimate state interests, such as national security or public safety.
2. **Writ of Habeas Data**: Serves as a remedy for any person whose right to privacy in life,
liberty, or security is violated by an unlawful act of gathering, collecting, or storing of data.

### Class Notes:
– The right to privacy includes control over one’s personal data, but this right is not absolute
and can be overridden by compelling state interests.
– The writ of habeas data is a legal remedy for protecting individuals’ privacy, particularly
from unlawful data collection.
– For the writ of habeas data to be granted, there must be a clear violation or threat to the
right to privacy that affects life, liberty, or security.

### Historical Background:
The case is set against the backdrop of efforts by the Philippine government, under former
President  Gloria  Macapagal-Arroyo,  to  dismantle  private  armed groups  that  have  long
influenced local politics and elections in various parts of the country. The creation of the
Zeñarosa Commission and the issuance of Administrative Order No. 275 manifest the state’s
response to the persistent issue of private armies, situating Gamboa vs. Chan within a
broader campaign for peace and order in the lead-up to the 2010 elections.


