G.R. No. 108947. September 29, 1997 (Case Brief / Digest)

**Title:** *Sanchez vs. Court of Appeals: Establishing the Validity of a Compromise
Agreement in Property Partition Among Heirs*

*Facts:**

The case revolves around disputes over the estates of Juan C. Sanchez and Maria
Villafranca, regarding properties and their distribution among legitimate and illegitimate
children. After the death of Maria in 1967, Rosalia S. Lugod, the legitimate child, filed a
petition for letters of administration over her mother’s estate and later, over her father’s
estate following his death in 1968. The administration of both estates underwent
contentious proceedings involving claims and counterclaims among the heirs, spanning
several years.

Key developments include:

- The execution of a compromise agreement in 1969 between Rosalia Lugod and Juan
Sanchez’s illegitimate children, which aimed at partitioning the disputed properties.

- A subsequent modification to the agreement in 1970 to correct inaccuracies.

- Various motions were filed by both parties over the years, disputing ownership, the
validity of previous property sales, and adherence to the compromise agreement.

- The trial court’s eventual decision in 1991, declaring certain sales fictitious and pointing
to a collation and partition of the estate among heirs. This decision was contested, leading
to a petition for certiorari in the Court of Appeals, which annulled the trial court’s decision,
upheld the compromise agreement, and deemed the special proceedings closed and
terminated.

**[ssues:**

1. Whether certiorari is an appropriate remedy to challenge the probate court’s order
affecting property titles.

2. The validity of the compromise agreement despite not having probate court approval.

3. The issue of fraud and collation related to the disposition of the estate properties.

**Court’s Decision:**

The Court denied the petition, upholding the Court of Appeals’ decision.

1. It affirmed that the Rule 65 petition was proper as the trial court’s actions on property
titles overstepped its jurisdiction, making certiorari an available remedy despite the usual
rule against using certiorari as a substitute for a lost appeal.

2. It validated the compromise agreement as a binding contract among the parties,
emphasizing that judicial approval was not necessary for its perfection and enforceability.
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3. It dismissed claims of fraudulent acts against Rosalia S. Lugod due to the lack of
convincing evidence and underscored that the disputed deeds were contracts of sale, not
subject to collation.

**Doctrine:**

- Certiorari under Rule 65 is an appropriate recourse to challenge actions of a probate court
that are made without or in excess of jurisdiction or with grave abuse of discretion.

- A compromise agreement between heirs regarding estate distribution is valid and binding
as a contract, requiring no judicial approval for its effectiveness.

- Allegations of fraud in estate partition agreements must be supported by clear and
convincing evidence; a lack thereof validates the compromise among the heirs.

**Class Notes:**

- *Certiorari:* A special civil action against an entity exercising judicial functions,
challenging decisions made with grave abuse of discretion or beyond jurisdiction.

- *Compromise Agreement in Probate Proceedings:* An agreement between heirs to settle
estate matters amicably, requiring mutual concessions but not necessarily court approval.

- *Rule 65, Rules of Court:* Provides for the remedy of certiorari, allowing challenge to
judicial acts done without or in excess of jurisdiction or with grave abuse of discretion.

- *Doctrine of Estoppel:* Parties who have benefited from a compromise cannot later
question its validity.

- *Collation:* The process of accounting for donations made by the decedent during their
lifetime for the purpose of equitable distribution of the estate among heirs.

**Historical Background:**

This case presents an intricate example of disputes arising in the administration of estates
in the Philippines, especially involving questions of legitimacy, the validity of inter vivos
transactions by the decedent, and the use of compromise agreements to resolve inheritance
disputes. The decision reiterates and refines essential principles in settling estates,
especially the importance of compromise and the boundaries of probate courts’ authority in
adjudicating title disputes.
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