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Title: PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES, PLAINTIFF-APPELLEE, VS. SALVADOR TULAGAN,
ACCUSED-APPELLANT.

Facts:
The case involves Salvador Tulagan, who faced two criminal charges before the Regional
Trial Court (RTC) of San Carlos City. In Criminal Case No. SCC-6210, Tulagan was accused
of sexual assault for forcibly inserting his finger into the vagina of a 9-year-old minor, AAA,
in September 2011. In Criminal Case No. SCC-6211, he was charged with statutory rape for
having sexual intercourse with AAA on October 8, 2011, through force, intimidation, and
abuse of superior strength.

Upon arraignment,  Tulagan pleaded not guilty.  During the trial,  witnesses testimonies,
including that of the victim and her aunt, and medical findings by Dr. Brenda Tumacder
were presented, establishing the incidents of abuse. Tulagan defended himself by alibi and
denied the accusations. He also implicated a misunderstanding between his mother and
AAA’s grandmother as the reason for the charges.

The RTC found Tulagan guilty of both charges, sentencing him to reclusion perpetua for
statutory rape and a modified sentence for sexual assault. On appeal, the Court of Appeals
affirmed the RTC’s decision with modifications on the penalties and damages awarded.
Tulagan further appealed to the Supreme Court, reiterating his arguments and challenging
the credibility of the testimonies against him.

Issues:
1. Whether the testimonies of the prosecution’s witnesses were credible and sufficient to
prove Tulagan’s guilt beyond reasonable doubt.
2. Whether Tulagan’s defense of denial and alibi holds merit against the charges of sexual
assault and statutory rape.

Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court  affirmed Tulagan’s  conviction but  modified  the designation of  the
crimes, the penalties imposed, and the damages awarded. The Court ruled the appellate
court  correctly  found  AAA’s  testimony  to  be  credible,  consistent,  and  sufficient  for
conviction, and upheld the victim’s positive identification of Tulagan as the perpetrator. The
Court rejected Tulagan’s defense of denial and alibi, emphasizing the physical impossibility
of his presence at the crime scene was not demonstrated.

Doctrine:
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The Court reiterated the doctrine that testimonies of child-victims are given full weight and
credit, particularly in cases of sexual abuse. A witness’ minor inconsistencies in details do
not diminish their credibility if they consistently relate the principal acts constituting the
crime. Moreover, in evaluating the credibility of witnesses, the trial court’s assessment is
accorded  great  respect  and  finality,  unless  there  is  a  showing  that  certain  facts  or
circumstances of substance that could affect the outcome of the case were overlooked.

Class Notes:
Key elements relevant to the case include:
– The consistent, straightforward, and categorical testimony of a sexual assault victim is
sufficient to establish the credibility needed for conviction.
– The defense of denial and alibi must be substantiated by clear and convincing evidence to
be given weight; otherwise, positive identification prevails.
– “Physical impossibility” involves demonstrating that the accused could not have been at
the scene of the crime when it happened.

Historical Background:
The case reflects the judicial system’s approach to handling cases of sexual violence against
minors, emphasizing the protection of child victims’ rights and ensuring justice for offenses
committed against them. Moreover, it illustrates the application of the Revised Penal Code
and Republic Act 7610 (Special Protection of Children Against Abuse, Exploitation, and
Discrimination Act) in prosecuting such crimes.


