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### Title:
De Ocampo vs. The Secretary of Justice and Others: A Case of Alleged Child Abuse Resulting
in Homicide

### Facts:
The case involves Laila G. De Ocampo, a teacher accused of causing the death of her nine-
year-old student, Ronald Dacarra, by allegedly banging his head against another student’s
head in  an  incident  dated December  4,  1999.  The sequence of  events  leading to  the
Supreme Court began with Magdalena B. Dacarra’s complaint against De Ocampo after her
son exhibited symptoms of dizziness, vomiting, and a contusion on his head, ultimately
leading to  his  death five  days post-incident  due to  intracranial  hemorrhage as  per  an
autopsy.

An  inquest  initially  found  the  evidence  against  De  Ocampo  insufficient  for  homicide,
requiring  further  investigation.  During  the  preliminary  investigation,  allegations  of  De
Ocampo offering hush money and statements from another alleged victim and a witness
surfaced. Notwithstanding her claims citing a lack of concrete evidence and jurisdictional
errors, the investigating prosecutor found probable cause for homicide and child abuse
under RA 7610 against De Ocampo, a decision upheld by the DOJ Secretary despite De
Ocampo’s petitions, including motions for reconsideration.

### Issues:
1. Whether De Ocampo was denied due process during the preliminary investigation.
2. Whether there was probable cause to charge De Ocampo with homicide under Article 249
of the Revised Penal Code in relation to Section 10(a),  Article VI of  RA 7610 and for
violation of Section 10(a), Article VI of RA 7610.

### Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court found no merit in De Ocampo’s petition. It was established that:
– De Ocampo was not denied due process; a clarificatory hearing was not mandated, and the
investigating prosecutor’s securing of the autopsy report without notifying the parties did
not constitute bias.
– Probable cause existed for the charges against De Ocampo given the direct and natural
result of her actions leading to Ronald’s death, despite her arguments pointing towards
medical negligence and intervening causes.

### Doctrine:
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– A clarificatory hearing during preliminary investigation is not indispensable; it is within
the discretion of the investigating officer.
– Probable cause for filing a criminal case exists based on the presence of such facts and
circumstances as would lead a reasonably discreet and prudent man to believe that an
offense has been committed by the person sought to be arrested.

### Class Notes:
– Probable Cause: The Court reiterated the principle that probable cause for a criminal
charge requires a reasonable belief based on facts and circumstances that the accused is
guilty of the crime.
– Due Process in Preliminary Investigations: The decision underscores that due process in
preliminary investigations is met by giving the respondent an opportunity to be heard,
including the submission of a counter-affidavit.

#### Key Legal Statutes and Provisions Cited:
– **Republic Act No. 7610 (Special Protection of Children Against Child Abuse, Exploitation
and Discrimination Act)**
– **Article 249 of the Revised Penal Code (Homicide)**
–  **Rule  112,  Section 3(e)  of  the  2000 Rules  of  Criminal  Procedure**  –  outlining the
discretionary nature of clarificatory hearings in preliminary investigations.

### Historical Background:
This case reflects the legal system’s processes in handling charges of severe child abuse
leading to fatal consequences. It underscores the judiciary’s commitment to upholding the
rights of children under RA 7610 against abuse and cruel acts, parallel to affording the
accused due process and a fair preliminary investigation. The procedural journey from the
complaint to the Supreme Court illustrates the checks and balances in place within the
Philippine  justice  system  regarding  investigating  and  prosecuting  serious  offenses,
especially  those  involving  vulnerable  victims.


