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**Title:** The People of the Philippines vs. Eleuterio Caña

**Facts:**
Eleuterio Caña was indicted for treason under seven counts in the People’s Court. As the
Vice Mayor of  Abuyog,  Leyte,  he became the Acting Mayor when the Japanese forces
occupied the town during World War II. The accusations against him were primarily based
on his activities during his tenure from June to October 1942 and November 1943 to August
1944, which allegedly provided aid and comfort to the Japanese enemy. His acts included
recruiting laborers for military construction for the Japanese, commandeering houses for
Japanese soldiers, and making speeches supporting the Japanese-sponsored government.
Additionally, he was accused of leading Japanese patrols to apprehend guerrilla suspects
and supporters,  confiscating rice  harvests  to  share  with  the  Japanese,  and identifying
guerrilla suspects to the Japanese authorities.

Caña’s case was initially received by the Supreme Court but was transferred to the Court of
Appeals due to jurisdictional issues concerning the imposed penalty. However, the Court of
Appeals returned the case to the Supreme Court,  deeming that the penalty applicable
should be reclusion perpetua.

**Issues:**
1. Was Eleuterio Caña’s service as the puppet mayor and his subsequent actions during the
Japanese occupation tantamount to treason?
2.  Does  Amnesty  Proclamation  No.  51  of  January  1,  1948,  cover  the  political  acts  of
collaboration referred to in the case against Caña?

**Court’s Decision:**
The Supreme Court affirmed the decision of the People’s Court but employed a more lenient
view on sentencing. Though it found Caña guilty under counts 2, 4, and 5, it stressed that
treason should be evaluated on the gravity of aid or comfort given to the enemy rather than
the presence of aggravating or mitigating circumstances alone. The court discarded count 1,
considering it covered under Amnesty Proclamation No. 51, and found no direct evidence of
Caña inciting harm or torturing countrymen, thus determining a sentence of 15 years of
reclusion temporal to be appropriate. The court also considered his time already served
since his 1946 indictment in its decision.

**Doctrine:**
Treason is evaluated not merely on the basis of the presence or absence of aggravating or
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mitigating circumstances but on the degree and severity of aid or comfort provided to the
enemy.  Moreover,  political  acts  of  collaboration  may  fall  under  amnesty  provisions,
specifically highlighted by Amnesty Proclamation No. 51 of January 1, 1948.

**Class Notes:**
1. **Treason** – The offense is committed by a person who, owing allegiance to (and being a
citizen of) a country, intentionally aids an enemy state. Key elements include:
– Allegiance to one’s country.
– Intentional provision of aid or comfort to the enemy.
2.  **Amnesty  Proclamation  No.  51  (1948)**  –  Covers  political  acts  of  collaboration,
underscoring the distinction between political collaboration and acts directly undermining
the country’s resistance to an occupying force.
3. **Judicial Notice** – Courts may recognize certain facts as common knowledge without
the need for evidentiary support.
4. **Severity of Treasonous Acts** – Determines the degree of penalty, emphasizing the
distinction between acts that directly lead to the harm or death of countrymen and those
that do not.

**Historical Background:**
This case emerges from the complex circumstances of World War II when the Philippines
was occupied by Japanese forces. During this time, the definition and penalties for treason
became critically significant, with the actions of local leaders under occupation scrutiny for
either collaboration or resistance. The case reflects the nuanced legal and moral judgments
required in the aftermath of occupation and war, balancing acts of survival under duress
against the obligations of loyalty to one’s country.


