G.R. No. 199892. December 10, 2012 (Case Brief / Digest)

### Title:
### People of the Philippines vs. Arturo Punzalan, Jr.: A Case of Complex Crime of Double
Murder with Multiple Attempted Murder

### Facts:

In August 2002, six members of the Philippine Navy were stationed in Zambales for
schooling. On August 10, after a minor confrontation with the appellant, Arturo Punzalan,
Jr., at a local videoke bar, the navy personnel decided to leave. Punzalan, who was
intoxicated, encountered two sentries and expressed his intention to harm the navy
personnel. Shortly after, he drove a van directly into the group of navy personnel, resulting
in the death of SN1 Antonio Duclayna and SN1 Arnulfo Andal and injuring several others.

Punzalan was promptly identified as the suspect, found at his residence with a damaged
van. He claimed being attacked by the navy personnel and acted out of self-defense, which
led to the accident. However, evidence suggested otherwise. The Regional Trial Court of
Iba, Zambales found Punzalan guilty, a decision affirmed by the Court of Appeals with
modifications related to civil liabilities.

### Procedural Posture:

After conviction by the RTC, Punzalan appealed to the Court of Appeals, which affirmed the
RTC’s decision with modifications on civil liabilities. Subsequently, he appealed to the
Supreme Court, insisting on his innocence and arguing self-defense.

### Issues:

1. Whether the act constitutes the complex crime of double murder with multiple attempted
murder.

2. Whether the justifying circumstance of avoidance of greater evil applies.

3. Whether treachery was properly considered in qualifying the crime as murder.

4. Whether the use of a motor vehicle constitutes an aggravating circumstance.

### Court’s Decision:

1. The Court affirmed the conviction of Punzalan for double murder with multiple attempted
murder, finding substantial evidence against him.

2. It rejected Punzalan’s claim of acting to avoid greater evil, noting inconsistencies in his
story and contradictory evidence.

3. Treachery was correctly appreciated, as the attack was sudden, ensuring the victims had
no opportunity to defend themselves.
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4. Use of a motor vehicle was found to be an aggravating circumstance, as Punzalan
deliberately used it to commit the crime and to flee.

### Doctrine:

- The principle that treachery involves an attack that is sudden and unexpected, depriving
the victim of any defense.

- The use of a motor vehicle as an aggravating circumstance when deliberately used to
commit a crime.

### Class Notes:

- Complex Crime: When a single act constitutes two or more graves or less grave felonies.

- Justifying Circumstances: Specific conditions under which actions typically considered
criminal are deemed lawful.

- Treachery: An attack on an unsuspecting victim, ensuring the execution of the crime
without risk to the aggressor and providing no opportunity for the victim to defend
themselves.

- Aggravating Circumstances: Factors that increase the criminal liability of the perpetrator
and the severity of the penalty.

### Historical Background:

The case highlights the procedural journey of criminal litigation in the Philippine legal
system, emphasizing the significance of establishing intent, corroborating evidence, and the
interpretation of aggravating and justifying circumstances under Philippine law.
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