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**Title:** People of the Philippines vs. Isaias Castillo y Completo

**Facts:**

Isaias Castillo y Completo was indicted for the crime of parricide following the violent death
of his wife, Consorcia Antiporta, on November 5, 1993, in Cabuyao, Laguna. The case,
Criminal Case No. 8590-B, was brought before Branch 24 of the Regional Trial Court of
Biñan, Laguna. The charge stemmed from an incident where Castillo, allegedly armed with
a sling and deadly arrow, shot his wife, causing a fatal laceration to her jugular vein.
Castillo pleaded not guilty at his arraignment on April 15, 1994.

The series of events leading up to the Supreme Court centered around Castillo’s conviction
by the lower court  and his  subsequent appeal.  The trial  court  found Castillo  guilty,  a
decision based largely on eyewitness accounts of the events preceding the fatal injury,
Castillo’s suspicious actions following the incident, and letters he wrote that were seen as
implicit admissions of guilt.

Castillo appealed to the Court of Appeals, which affirmed the lower court’s decision but
added  a  directive  for  Castillo  to  indemnify  the  victim’s  heirs  an  additional  amount.
Unsatisfied,  Castillo appealed to the Supreme Court,  questioning the sufficiency of the
circumstantial evidence against him and claiming that the incident was accidental.

**Issues:**

1. Whether the circumstantial evidence presented was sufficient to establish Castillo’s guilt
beyond reasonable doubt.
2. Whether Castillo’s actions and subsequent letters constituted an implied admission of
guilt.
3. Whether the fatal injury to Castillo’s wife was accidental.
4. The applicability of the defense of accident under Article 12, Paragraph 4 of the Revised
Penal Code.

**Court’s Decision:**

The Supreme Court affirmed the rulings of the lower courts, holding that the circumstantial
evidence against Castillo was compelling enough to establish guilt beyond reasonable doubt.
Specifically, the Court underscored:

1. The sequence of events leading to the victim’s death, Castillo’s violent behavior, and his
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disappearance immediately after the incident all pointed strongly to his guilt.
2. The letters Castillo wrote asking for forgiveness were considered as implied admissions of
guilt, especially in the absence of any proof that the killing was accidental.
3. Castillo’s defense of the incident being an accident was not tenable since the killing
resulted from an unlawful act—handling a dangerous weapon in a manner likely to cause
harm.

**Doctrine:**

The Court reiterated the doctrine concerning the sufficiency of circumstantial evidence in
criminal convictions, clarifying that circumstantial evidence can suffice for conviction if it
fulfills three conditions: it must consist of more than one circumstance, the facts from which
the inferences are derived must be proven, and the combination of all circumstances must
produce a conviction beyond reasonable doubt.

**Class Notes:**

1.  Circumstantial  Evidence:  Must  be  more  than  one  circumstance,  facts  proven,  and
combined must lead to the only rational conclusion of guilt.
2. Implied Admission of Guilt: Actions or statements that can be considered an indirect
admission, such as asking for forgiveness for a crime.
3. Defense of Accident: Requires that the person was performing a lawful act with due care,
causing injury by mere accident without fault or intention of causing it. The actor must not
be engaged in an unlawful act for this defense to apply.

**Historical Background:**

The  Castillo  case  exemplifies  the  Philippine  judiciary’s  approach  to  evaluating
circumstantial evidence and implied admissions of guilt. It details the fine balance between
the defendant’s explanations and the court’s interpretation based on presented evidence,
showcasing  the  process  of  legal  reasoning  and  judgment  in  criminal  law  within  the
Philippine legal system.


