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Title: Leonila Batulanon vs. People of the Philippines

Facts: Leonila Batulanon, acting as the Cashier/Manager of Polomolok Credit Cooperative
Incorporated (PCCI) from 1980 to 1982, was convicted for estafa through falsification of
commercial documents. The complaints originated from an audit conducted in December
1982 which uncovered irregularities in loan releases. Batulanon was specifically accused of
releasing and misappropriating loans under  the names of  Erlinda Omadlao,  Gonafreda
Oracion, Ferlyn Arroyo, and Dennis Batulanon, utilizing falsified commercial documents to
facilitate  her  actions.  Despite  denying  the  charges  and  defense  claims  of  procedural
compliance and the legitimacy of the loan transactions, the Regional Trial Court of General
Santos City found her guilty in April 1993. This decision was affirmed with modification by
the Court of Appeals, which reclassified the crimes as falsification of private documents.
Batulanon’s subsequent appeal to the Supreme Court raised questions on the need for
testimony from those whose signatures were allegedly forged and on whether her actions
truly  constituted  falsification  given  they  were  recorded  as  accounts  receivable  by  the
cooperative.

Issues:
1. Whether the prosecution’s failure to present the persons whose signatures were allegedly
forged undermines the credibility of their case against Batulanon.
2. Whether Batulanon’s actions constituted falsification of private documents or commercial
documents.
3. Whether Batulanon’s actions led to prejudice against the PCCI, an essential element of
the crimes for which she was convicted.

Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court affirmed the Court of Appeals’ decision with modifications, specifically:
– In Criminal Case Nos. 3625, 3626, and 3453, Batulanon was found guilty of falsification of
private  documents,  not  commercial  documents  as  originally  charged,  and  sentenced
accordingly.
–  In  Criminal  Case  No.  3627,  the  act  committed  by  Batulanon  was  classified  not  as
falsification but as estafa, with the appropriate penalty imposed.
The Court clarified that the falsification was conducted to facilitate estafa, underscoring the
ability  of  the  courts  to  convict  for  the  actual  crime  committed  regardless  of  the
prosecutorial  classification.  Furthermore,  the  Court  dispensed  with  the  necessity  of
testimony from the individuals whose signatures were allegedly forged, basing its decision
on the credibility of witness testimonies provided by the prosecution and the established
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facts of the case.

Doctrine:
1. The nature of the offense is determined by the allegations within the information, not the
technical name provided in its preamble.
2. Falsification of private documents requires that the acts committed fall within specific
parameters set forth by law, causing damage or intending to cause damage to a third party.
3. The actual classification between estafa through falsification of private documents versus
falsification of private documents as a means to commit estafa depends on the necessity of
the falsification for the commission of estafa.

Class Notes:
1. The essential elements for estafa through misappropriation under Article 315 (1) (b) of
the Revised Penal Code include the receipt of money or property under an obligation to
return or deliver the same, misappropriation or conversion of such money or property,
causing prejudice to another, and, sometimes, the demand by the offended party (although
not always necessary if misappropriation is evident).
2. Falsification of private documents involves making untruthful statements in a document,
with intent to cause or with actual causing of damage to another.
3.  Testimony  from those  whose  signatures  were  allegedly  forged  is  not  mandatory  if
sufficient evidence is presented to prove the falsification.

Historical Background:
This case underscores the complexities involved in the legal classifications of crimes and the
evidentiary standards required for conviction. It highlights the judiciary’s role in properly
categorizing actions as specific crimes based on the acts committed and their intentions,
even if those classifications diverge from the original charges. The decision also reflects the
judicial system’s flexibility in assessing the evidence presented, not being strictly bound to
the expectations of procedural technicalities that may not materially affect the outcome of
the case.


