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### Title: Roger D. Asuncion vs. Atty. Ronaldo P. Salvado

### Facts:
The case began with a disbarment complaint filed on August 10, 2015, by Roger D. Asuncion
against  Atty.  Ronaldo  P.  Salvado  for  alleged  violations  of  the  Code  of  Professional
Responsibility (CPR), particularly regarding honesty, fidelity, competence, diligence, and
communication  within  legal  practice.  Asuncion  sought  Salvado’s  legal  assistance  in
November 2013 for annulling his mother’s previous marriage and was charged a legal fee of
P700,000.00, with an upfront payment of 50%. Despite payments totaling P420,000.00,
Salvado  allegedly  failed  to  deliver  the  promised  legal  documents  and  ceased
communication.  The  procedural  journey  depicted  Salvado’s  non-compliance  with
instructions from the Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) and his absence at mandatory
conferences, leading to a decision being made based on submitted evidence and the IBP
Commissioner’s recommendations.

### Issues:
1. Whether Atty. Salvado’s acts constituted violations of the CPR, specifically in terms of
influence peddling, neglect of duty, dishonest conduct, and lack of communication.
2.  The  applicability  and probative  value  of  ephemeral  electronic  communications  (text
messages) under the Rules on Electronic Evidence.
3. The determination of the appropriate disciplinary action against Atty. Salvado considering
his past conduct and the gravity of the alleged offenses.

### Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court found Atty. Salvado guilty of violating multiple canons of the CPR,
including engaging in unlawful, dishonest, influence peddling behaviors, and neglecting his
client’s legal matter. The decision highlighted Salvado’s failure to uphold the standards
expected of legal professionals and his recurrence of similar offenses in previous cases.
Substantial reliance was placed on the text messages between Asuncion and Salvado as
admissible  evidence  under  the  Rules  on  Electronic  Evidence.  Consequently,  the  Court
imposed the severe penalty of disbarment on Atty. Salvado and ordered him to return the
amount of P420,000.00 paid by Asuncion, with interest.

### Doctrine:
The decision reaffirms the doctrines regarding the admissibility of ephemeral electronic
communications  under  the  Rules  on  Electronic  Evidence  and  the  principle  that
administrative cases against lawyers aim to maintain the integrity of the legal profession,



A.C. No. 13242 Formerly CBD Case No. 15-4692. July 05, 2022 (Case
Brief / Digest)

© 2024 - batas.org | 2

rather than merely serve the interests of the complainants. It further emphasizes the strict
compliance expected of lawyers with the CPR and the Lawyer’s Oath, asserting the Court’s
commitment to upholding the highest standard of legal ethics and professionalism.

### Class Notes:
–  **Ephemeral  Electronic  Communications**:  Defined  under  the  Rules  on  Electronic
Evidence and admissible through the testimony of a participant or via competent evidence.
– **Code of Professional Responsibility Violations**: Highlighted violations include influence
peddling,  neglect,  dishonesty,  and failure to  communicate,  demonstrating the range of
behaviors punishable under the CPR.
– **Due Process in Administrative Proceedings**: The opportunity to be heard and to defend
oneself, including through motions for reconsideration, forms the essence of due process in
these contexts.
–  **Disbarment  as  a  Discipline**:  Reserved for  the  most  severe  violations  reflecting a
disregard for legal ethics, underscoring the gravity of such sanctions in maintaining the
legal profession’s integrity.

### Historical Background:
This case illustrates the continuing development of jurisprudence related to professional
misconduct  in  the legal  field within the Philippines.  It  highlights  the Supreme Court’s
unwavering  stance  on  upholding  the  ethical  standards  of  the  profession,  despite  the
challenges posed by modern communication methods and reinforces the importance of
integrity and trust in the legal system.


