G.R. No. 129254. July 22, 1999 (Case Brief / Digest)

Title: People of the Philippines vs. Ricardo Janairo y Bacomo

Facts:

On October 24, 1992, in Puerto Princesa City, Philippines, Ricardo Janairo encountered
Bencibeis Aguilar, leading to Aguilar’s death due to stabbing. Initially charged with murder
on November 13, 1992, Janairo pleaded not guilty. After a motion for reinvestigation by
Janairo’s counsel, the prosecutor downgraded the charge to homicide in 1993, with Janairo
re-entering a not guilty plea. The trial proceeded, culminating in Janairo’s conviction for
homicide by the Regional Trial Court on December 12, 1996. Janairo appealed, asserting
self-defense among other points.

Issues:

1. Whether the change from murder to homicide after arraignment was valid.
2. Whether Janairo’s representation by an American lawyer violated his rights.
3. Whether Janairo sufficiently demonstrated self-defense.

4. Whether the imposition of reclusion perpetua was appropriate.

Court’s Decision:

The Supreme Court partially granted Janairo’s appeal. The procedural issues concerning the
amendment of the charge and the representation by an American lawyer were dismissed as
not prejudicial to Janairo. On the substantive issue of self-defense, the Court held Janairo
failed to convincingly establish its elements. Consequently, Janairo was found guilty of
homicide. However, the Court modified his sentence to 8 years and 1 day of prision mayor,
as minimum, to 14 years, 8 months, and 1 day of reclusion temporal, as maximum.

Doctrine:

- Self-Defense: When invoking self-defense, the burden shifts to the accused to prove: (1)
unlawful aggression by the victim; (2) reasonable necessity of the means employed to
prevent or repel it; and (3) lack of sufficient provocation on the part of the person claiming
self-defense.

- Amendments to Charges: Substantial amendments to charges after the arraignment are
generally disallowed, but exceptions exist when such amendments are beneficial to the
accused without prejudicing their rights.

Class Notes:
- Elements of Homicide: (1) A person is killed; (2) The accused killed him without any
justifying circumstance; (3) The accused had the intention to kill, which is presumed; (4)
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The killing is not attended by any of the qualifying circumstances of murder, or by that of
parricide or infanticide.

- Self-Defense: Requires (1) Unlawful aggression; (2) Reasonable necessity of the means
employed to prevent or repel it; (3) Lack of sufficient provocation on the part of the person
defending themselves.

- Amendment of Charges: Charges can be amended in form or substance before the accused
pleads; after plea, only formal amendments are allowed, except if beneficial to the accused
and without prejudice.

Historical Background:

This case underscores the Philippine judicial approach to self-defense and the procedural
intricacies surrounding the amendment of charges post-arraignment. It highlights the
Court’s insistence on clear and convincing evidence when an accused invokes self-defense.
The decision also reflects judicial discretion in sentence modification under the principles of
fairness and justice, considering the evidence presented.
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