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**Title:** United States vs. Teodoro Pineda: A Study on Frustrated Murder and Misuse of
Authority in the Philippine Constabulary

**Facts:**

This case concerns Teodoro Pineda, a corporal in the Philippine Constabulary, who was
charged with the crime of frustrated murder. While transporting a prisoner named Melecio
Roxas to the municipality of Bocaue, Pineda commanded three soldiers under his authority
to fire upon the prisoner. The procedural journey of this case to the Supreme Court evolved
as  follows:  Pineda  was  initially  charged,  and  the  lower  courts  rendered  a  judgment
convicting  him  not  of  the  crime  of  frustrated  murder  as  charged  but  of  a  lesser
crime—discharging a firearm at a person, under article 408 of the Penal Code. Dissatisfied
with  the  lower  court’s  decision,  Pineda  appealed  to  the  Supreme Court,  leading  to  a
comprehensive review of the initial ruling and the facts presented therein.

**Issues:**

1. Whether the act of commanding soldiers to fire upon a prisoner constituted the crime of
frustrated murder.
2.  The  legal  appropriateness  of  convicting  Teodoro  Pineda  under  a  different  charge
(discharging a firearm at a person) than what he was initially charged with (frustrated
murder).

**Court’s Decision:**

The Supreme Court affirmed the lower court’s decision, finding Pineda guilty of discharging
a firearm at a person instead of frustrated murder. The Court elaborated on the legal
framework that permits the sentencing of an accused for a crime of lesser degree than that
for which he has been prosecuted, referencing section 29 of General Orders, No. 58. This
principle allowed the Court to adjust the charges against Pineda, leading to his conviction
under a less severe category.

**Doctrine:**

The crucial legal doctrine reiterated in this case is the judicial discretion permitted under
section 29 of General Orders, No. 58, which allows for the conviction of a defendant for a
crime of lesser degree than that initially charged. This doctrine underscores the flexibility
within the Philippine legal system to adjust charges based on the evidence presented during
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trial proceedings.

**Class Notes:**

1. **Crimes of Lesser Degree:** According to section 29 of General Orders, No. 58, an
accused can be convicted of a crime less severe than the one they are charged with if the
evidence warrants such a conviction.
2. **Frustrated Murder vs. Discharging a Firearm:** Frustrated murder entails an intent to
kill where the action aimed at murder does not result in the intended death. In contrast,
discharging a firearm at a person focuses on the act of firing a weapon at someone, which
may not necessarily carry the intent to kill.
3.  **Judicial  Discretion:** The case exemplifies judicial  discretion in modifying charges
based on the nature of the crime committed and the surrounding circumstances, ensuring
that the conviction accurately reflects the defendant’s actions.

**Historical Background:**

This case emerges within the context of the early 20th century Philippines, an era marked
by tumultuous legal and societal transformations as the country navigated the complexities
of American colonial rule. The Philippine Constabulary, established as the national police
force  during  this  time,  often  found  its  members  in  legal  controversies,  particularly
concerning the abuse of power. United States vs. Teodoro Pineda reveals critical insights
into the judicial attitudes toward crimes committed by law enforcement officials, reflecting a
nuanced approach to justice wherein penalties are carefully tailored to the actual deeds
committed, rather than strictly adhering to the initially levied charges.


