G.R. No. 212003. February 28, 2018 (Case Brief / Digest)

**Title:** **Philippine Span Asia Carriers Corporation v. Heidi Pelayo** : A Discourse on
Constructive Dismissal and Employer’s Prerogative in Conducting Internal Investigations

**Facts:** The case revolves around Heidi Pelayo, an accounting clerk employed by Sulpicio
Lines, Inc. (now Philippine Span Asia Carriers Corporation) in its Davao City branch. Her
duties primarily included processing payment billing statements, preparing vouchers and
checks, and releasing checks for payment. The controversy began when Sulpicio Lines
discovered financial anomalies within its Davao branch, including altered check amounts
and instances of double disbursements.

Following these discoveries, Sulpicio Lines initiated an investigation involving Pelayo due to
her direct involvement in the preparation of vouchers and checks. During the course of the
investigation, which included an interview at Sulpicio Lines’ main office in Cebu City, Pelayo
walked out and subsequently suffered a nervous breakdown, leading to hospitalization.
Afterward, she filed a complaint against Sulpicio Lines, alleging constructive dismissal. The
Labor Arbiter ruled in favor of Pelayo, concluding that she was constructively dismissed, a
decision reversed by the National Labor Relations Commission (NLRC). The Court of
Appeals later found that the NLRC had committed grave abuse of discretion, a finding
contested by Sulpicio Lines before the Supreme Court.

**[ssues:**

1. Whether the Court of Appeals erred in finding that the National Labor Relations
Commission committed grave abuse of discretion by ruling that Pelayo was not
constructively dismissed.

**Court’s Decision:**

The Supreme Court granted the petition, reversing and setting aside the decision of the
Court of Appeals. It reinstated the NLRC’s decisions, emphasizing that not every
investigation conducted by an employer constitutes constructive dismissal. The Supreme
Court highlighted that an employer’s right to conduct an investigation into wrongdoings by
its employees is a valid exercise of management prerogative. It discussed the standards for
determining constructive dismissal and held that the conditions for Pelayo did not reach the
threshold that would warrant such a finding. The Court stressed that the inconveniences
experienced by Pelayo due to the investigation did not amount to an adverse working
environment forcing her to resign.

**Doctrine:**
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This case reiterates the doctrine that constructive dismissal exists when the actions of an
employer make continuing employment so unbearable, unreasonable, or unlikely that an
employee feels compelled to resign. However, it clarifies that the employer’s prerogative to
conduct investigations into employee misconduct does not automatically equate to
constructive dismissal. The standards for what constitutes constructive dismissal involve a
reasonable person test where the employee’s resignation must stem from an unbearable,
hostile, and unfavorable employment condition created by the employer.

**Class Notes:**

- ¥Constructive Dismissal:** A scenario where the employee resigns due to unbearable,
unreasonable, or harsh conditions created by the employer, making continued employment
untenable.

- *Employer’s Management Prerogative:** Employers have the right to regulate aspects of
employment, including investigations into employee misconduct, under the doctrine of
management prerogative. Such actions, however, must be exercised in good faith and within
the bounds of law.

- **Standards for Constructive Dismissal:** The determination involves assessing whether a
reasonable person in the same position would feel compelled to resign due to the employer’s
actions.

- **Proof Requirement in Constructive Dismissal Claims:** The employee bears the burden
of proof to demonstrate that the employer’s actions were so intolerable that they effectively
forced the employee to resign.

**Historical Background:**

This case provides an illustrative example of the balance courts must strike between
protecting employee rights and respecting the management prerogatives of employers. It
underscores the principle that while labor laws are designed to protect workers, employers
also have rights to ensure their business operations run effectively, including taking
necessary disciplinary actions. The decision highlights the judiciary’s role in interpreting
instances of alleged constructive dismissal, requiring a comprehensive examination of each
case’s specific circumstances against established legal doctrines.

© 2024 - batas.org | 2



