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Title: Aguirre v. Rana

Facts:
In a significant case that reached the Philippine Supreme Court, the issue revolved around
the eligibility of Edwin L. Rana (“respondent”) to be admitted to the Philippine Bar after
having engaged in unauthorized practice of law and being charged with various offenses.
The complainant, Donna Marie Aguirre (“complainant”), initiated a petition to deny the
respondent’s admission to the Bar on 21 May 2001, a day before the scheduled mass oath-
taking of successful bar examinees.

The complainant alleged unauthorized practice of law, grave misconduct, violation of law,
and grave misrepresentation, accusing the respondent of representing a vice mayoralty
candidate before an electoral board and filing a legal pleading on 19 May 2001, claiming to
act as counsel despite not yet being a lawyer. The respondent, who was also a municipal
government  employee  at  the  time,  faced  accusations  of  violating  laws  that  prohibit
government employees from representing clients in court.

Despite these allegations, the Supreme Court allowed the respondent to take the oath but
barred him from signing the Roll of Attorneys pending resolution of the complaints. The
respondent, in his defense, argued that his actions were merely assisting a candidate based
on his understanding of the law, not as an attorney. He also highlighted his resignation from
his government post before the incidents in question and suggested that the complaint was
motivated by political vendetta.

Complainant and respondent filed subsequent pleadings further arguing their cases. The
matter was eventually referred to the Office of the Bar Confidant (OBC) for review, which
found  that  respondent’s  acts  constituted  unauthorized  practice  of  law,  recommending
against his admission to the Bar.

Issues:
1. Whether Edwin L. Rana engaged in unauthorized practice of law.
2. Whether his actions constituted grave misconduct and a violation of law.
3. The moral fitness of Edwin L. Rana to be admitted to the Philippine Bar.

Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court sided with the OBC’s findings, ruling that the respondent’s actions prior
to formally becoming a lawyer indeed constituted unauthorized practice of law, showing a
serious doubt on his moral fitness to join the legal profession. The Court concluded that just
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passing the bar exams does not confer the automatic right to practice law; there must also
be adherence to  ethical  standards,  including not  practicing law without  the necessary
license. As a result, the Court decided to deny Edwin L. Rana’s admission to the Philippine
Bar.

Doctrine:
The case reiterates the doctrine that the practice of law is not a right but a privilege that is
conditioned on the adherence to high ethical standards. Legal profession entrants must
possess not only legal knowledge but also moral integrity, underscoring the profession’s
role in the administration of justice and maintenance of social order.

Class Notes:
– Unauthorized practice of law involves engaging in legal representation without being a
member of the Bar.
– The moral fitness for admission to the Philippine Bar encompasses not merely passing the
bar examination but also adhering to ethical conduct and integrity.
–  The  practice  of  law is  considered  a  privilege  rather  than  a  right,  subject  to  strict
regulation by the judiciary and legal profession’s governing bodies.

Historical Background:
In the context of the legal profession’s integrity and the judiciary’s role in maintaining
ethical standards within the profession, Aguirre v. Rana highlights the critical importance of
moral fitness and lawful conduct for admission to the Bar. This case emphasizes that the
privilege  to  practice  law can  be  withheld  not  only  for  failure  to  meet  academic  and
examination standards but also for failing to uphold the ethical standards and integrity
required of a member of the legal profession.


