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Title: People of the Philippines v. Ronnie Ralla y Bulaquiña (G.R. No. 238875)

Facts:
In the early hours of May 24, 2017, in Valenzuela City, Ronnie Ralla y Bulaquiña committed
a series of violent crimes while employed as a stay-in worker at a beverage store owned by
Simeon Faustino Herrera and his wife, Jesusa. Around 2:30 a.m., Ralla entered the bedroom
of  the  couple’s  17-year-old  daughter,  Katrina,  and  ordered  her  downstairs.  When  she
refused, he attacked her with a hammer, striking her head thrice. Ralla then turned his
violence towards the rest of the sleeping family, attacking Jesusa and the siblings, Josefina
and Armando.

Simeon was also found severely injured and later succumbed to his wounds. During the
encounter, Ralla also robbed Simeon, taking various personal belongings including cash,
identification cards, credit cards, and cell phones.

The  Regional  Trial  Court  convicted  Ralla  of  attempted  homicide,  frustrated  murder,
attempted murder, and robbery with homicide, and sentenced him accordingly. The Court of
Appeals upheld the Regional Trial Court’s decision with modifications to the penalties. Ralla
subsequently filed a Notice of Appeal, which led to the review of his case by the Supreme
Court.

Issues:
1. Whether Ralla’s conviction for separate crimes of attempted homicide, attempted murder,
frustrated murder, and robbery with homicide is proper.
2. Whether the felonies committed against Katrina, Jesusa, and Josefina on the occasion of
the robbery were absorbed by the offense of robbery with homicide.

Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court, while upholding the convictions, modified the nomenclature of the
crimes for which Ralla was convicted. The Court ruled that felonies committed on the
occasion of robbery are to be integrated into the special complex crime of robbery with
homicide. Thus, the separate convictions for attempted homicide, attempted murder, and
frustrated murder were rectified and absorbed by the crime of robbery with homicide.

The Court affirmed that Ralla was guilty beyond reasonable doubt of the special complex
crime of robbery with homicide, sentencing him to reclusion perpetua and directing him to
pay damages to the heirs of Simeon and the other victims. Ralla’s acts against Katrina,
Jesusa,  and Josefina were absorbed by the special  complex crime, recognizing the one
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criminal liability for all the crimes committed on the occasion of the robbery.

Doctrine:
The special complex crime of robbery with homicide absorbs the felonies committed by
reason or on the occasion of the robbery. The term “homicide” is used in its generic sense,
which includes murder, parricide, and infanticide, regardless of the number of victims or
the sequence of the offenses relative to the robbery.

Historical Background:
The case reflects the legal principle consolidating multiple crimes stemming from a single
intent, primarily to commit robbery, where the resulting homicide and other violent acts are
the conditions of or incidental to the pursuit of that intent.

Class Notes:
– Article 294(1) of the Revised Penal Code defines and penalizes the special complex crime
of robbery with homicide.
– The elements of robbery with homicide are: (a) the taking of personal property with
violence or intimidation against persons; (b) the property belongs to another; (c) the taking
is with intent to gain (animo lucrandi); and (d) by reason or on the occasion of the robbery,
homicide is committed.
– Robbery with homicide is not limited to the killing of the person robbed but extends to any
homicide  committed  by  reason  or  on  the  occasion  of  the  robbery.  All  other  crimes
committed by reason or on the occasion of the robbery are absorbed.
– Legal concepts such as special complex crime, absorption principle, and intent are key to
understanding the decision-making process in this case.
– The Court’s method in reaching its decision involved evaluating direct and circumstantial
evidence, witness testimony, established precedent, and the continuous refinement of legal
principles through jurisprudence.


