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Title: People of the Philippines v. Romeo De Castro De Guzman [G.R. No. 224212]

Facts:
In Las Piñas City, AAA, a minor, was subjected to separate instances of sexual abuse and
rape by her stepfather, Romeo De Castro De Guzman. In 2003, when AAA was eight years
old, De Guzman sexually abused her while her mother (referred to as BBB) was away doing
laundry. Again, in 2011, when AAA was fifteen, De Guzman raped her while her mother was
absent.

Charged with two counts of Qualified Rape in relation to Republic Act No. 7610, De Guzman
pleaded “not guilty.” During the trial, AAA gave a candid account of the assaults, supported
by medical  findings of  hymenal  lacerations.  The defense argued through De Guzman’s
testimony that AAA’s aunts motivated the charges due to personal animosity, and he labeled
AAA as problematic.

Issues:
The  Supreme  Court  was  tasked  to  resolve  whether  De  Guzman  was  guilty  beyond
reasonable doubt of Qualified Rape.

Court’s Decision:
The Supreme Court partly granted De Guzman’s appeal. The Court acknowledged AAA’s
minority and the presence of force in the sexual acts. However, the Court identified a lapse
regarding the relationship status between De Guzman and AAA’s mother. There was no
legal  proof of  marriage presented,  thus failing to establish De Guzman as AAA’s legal
stepfather. Consequently, De Guzman was convicted of Simple Statutory Rape and Simple
Rape instead of Qualified Rape. The convictions carried the penalty of reclusion perpetua
for each offense, with increased awards for civil indemnity, moral damages, and exemplary
damages, all subject to 6% legal interest per annum from the finality of the decision until
full payment.

Doctrine:
For the death penalty to be imposed in qualified rape, both the minority of the victim and
her relationship to the offender must be adequately alleged in the Information and proven
beyond reasonable doubt during the trial. In the absence of legal proof of the stepparent-
stepchild relationship,  the accused can only be convicted of  Simple Statutory Rape or
Simple Rape.

Historical Background:
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The  Filipino  legal  framework,  as  informed  by  Republic  Act  No.  7610,  particularly
emphasizes the protection of minors against abuses and provides for stringent penalties for
offenses like rape when paired with particular qualifying circumstances such as relationship
or minority.

Class Notes:
When discussing the crime of rape, it is essential to understand the elements, which are
sexual congress, with a woman, by force, threat, or intimidation, and without consent. For
qualified  rape,  additional  elements  include  the  victim’s  minority  and  the  offender’s
relationship with the victim. In this case, the Information charged De Guzman with Qualified
Rape,  alleging  a  “step-parent”  relationship  which  was  not  substantiated  with  proof  of
marriage.  Therefore,  despite  the  proven  occurrence  of  rape,  the  absence  of  legal
documentation affirming the relationship led to the reclassification of the offense to Simple
Rape. This case illustrates the legal principle that an accused’s right to be informed about
the charges is paramount, and a conviction must strictly adhere to the allegations and
evidence presented. Students must appreciate the weight of testimonial evidence, especially
from the victim, against contradicting defenses like denial or motive to falsely accuse, and
understand the importance of proper indictment to the qualification of criminal charges.


