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Title: Aquilino Manigbas v. Melo Abel et al.

Facts: Aquilino Manigbas is the registered owner of Lot 2070-K in Barangay San Agustin I,
Naujan, Oriental Mindoro. This property included a portion utilized as a barangay road
purportedly under the power of eminent domain by the Provincial Government of Oriental
Mindoro, but no just compensation was provided to Manigbas. Adjacent to this road lies an
accreted land from the San Agustin River, which became the subject of contention.

Manigbas, asserting his rights as a riparian owner, sought to validate his claim over the
accreted property through the DENR-MIMAROPA (Department of Environment and Natural
Resources – MIMAROPA Region), securing a survey authority which led to the creation of a
Proposed Survey Plan for the accreted lot. Despite respondents filing protests due to alleged
irregularities and easement concerns, the DENR-MIMAROPA Regional Executive Director
initially sided with Manigbas. However, upon respondents’ appeal, the DENR Secretary and
later the Office of the President (OP) reversed this decision, concluding Manigbas could not
be a  riparian  owner  as  the  accreted land adjoined the  barangay road,  not  Manigbas’
property.

Dissatisfied, Manigbas elevated the matter to the Court of Appeals, which affirmed the OP’s
decision. Manigbas then filed the instant Petition for Review on Certiorari, challenging the
Court of Appeals’ decision.

Issues: The primary legal issue is whether the Court of Appeals erred in its decision that
affirmed the findings of the OP and DENR Secretary, which questioned Manigbas’ riparian
ownership and, consequently, his claim over the accreted land adjoining his property.

Court’s Decision: The Philippine Supreme Court granted Manigbas’ petition, reversing and
setting aside the Court of Appeals’ decision. The Supreme Court highlighted that alluvion,
or accretion, is a mode of acquiring property which gives the riparian owners the gradual
accretion formed by the current of waters, provided that certain requisites are met: gradual
and imperceptible deposits, resulting from the effects of the current of the water, and the
land where accretion takes place is adjacent to a river.

The Court clarified that title to the accreted land vests automatically to the riparian owner
from the time of accretion, subject to confirmation in land registration proceedings. The
Court also emphasized that the riparian owner need not file a free patent application to
validate the claim when it is already vested by law.
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Furthermore, the Court acknowledged a legal easement along the river for public use that
must  be observed but  ultimately  held that  the DENR should proceed with issuing the
Proposed Survey Plan to Manigbas. It directed Manigbas to subsequently file the necessary
land registration proceedings to judicially confirm his ownership over the accreted lot,
subject to the acknowledged easements.

Doctrine: The decision reinforces the doctrine of alluvion under the Civil Code and the
ownership rights of riparian owners over land formed by accretion. It further clarifies that
land registration proceedings are a separate and distinct step from alluvion, meant solely to
confirm ownership already vested by law. The decision also underscores the requirement of
full payment of just compensation for eminent domain proceedings to transfer title and
ownership.

Historical  Background:  This  case  occurs  within  a  broader  context  of  Philippine  laws
governing property ownership, particularly relating to riparian rights and the State’s power
of eminent domain. It touches upon longstanding principles of alluvial property ownership
under  the  Civil  Code and administrative  procedures  of  land registration.  The decision
further echoes Constitutional safeguards on property rights, and contributes to a body of
jurisprudence  addressing  conflicts  between  individual  property  rights  and  government
infrastructure projects.


