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Title: Montesclaros vs. Commission on Elections

Facts: Petitioners Antoniette V.C. Montesclaros and others, representing the “youth of the
land”  and  claiming  to  be  20  years  old,  sought  to  prevent  the  postponement  of  the
Sangguniang Kabataan (SK) elections which was originally set for May 6, 2002, and to stop
the reduction of the SK membership age requirement. The Local Government Code of 1991
(R.A. No. 7160) stipulated that SK membership was limited to individuals aged at least 15
but not more than 21 years old. The petitioners alleged that there was a conspiracy among
various respondents to postpone the election and reduce the age range for SK membership
to 15 but less than 18 years of age—a move which would disqualify and disenfranchise an
estimated seven million youths aged at least 18 but less than 22 years old. Along with
preventing  changes,  the  petitioners  asked  the  court  to  ensure  that,  if  elections  were
postponed, they should be no later than July 15, 2002, and that those aged over 21 by May
6, 2002, should still be allowed to run for SK offices.

Issues:
1. Whether the respondents acted with grave abuse of discretion in intending to postpone
the SK elections.
2. Whether the intention of the respondents to adjust SK member age range discriminates,
disenfranchises, and dismembers SK members aged 18 to 21 years old.
3. Whether the respondents willfully failed to fund the SK election purportedly to postpone
it despite available funds.
4. Whether incumbent SK officers unconstitutionally sought to perpetuate themselves in
office.

Court’s Decision: The Supreme Court dismissed the petition, finding no actual controversy
needing judicial determination as Congress had enacted R.A. No. 9164 resetting the SK
elections  to  a  date  (July  15,  2002)  acceptable  to  the  petitioners.  The  Supreme Court
emphasized the lack of standing of the petitioners, noting that with the passage of RA No.
9164, the age qualification for SK membership had been lawfully adjusted to below 18 years
old, effectively ceasing the membership of the petitioners and rendering them without a
personal and substantial interest. The Court stated that it could not review proposed bills or
dictate  Congress  on  what  laws  to  pass.  The  petitioners  failed  to  identify  any  specific
constitutional provision that was allegedly violated. Moreover, grave abuse of discretion was
not established as respondents acted within their constitutional powers.

Doctrine:  The  Philippine  Supreme  Court  re-established  that  SK  membership  is  not  a
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property  right  but  a  statutory  right  that  can be  withdrawn or  amended by  Congress.
Furthermore, a proposed bill does not create rights or duties legally enforceable by the
courts, and as such, is not subject to judicial review. The Court cannot compel Congress to
enact a law, just as it cannot mandate the COMELEC to allow individuals to participate
contrary to statutory requirements. A public office constitutes a public trust and not a
property right.

Class Notes:
– A statutory right, such as membership in the Sangguniang Kabataan, can be amended or
repealed by the legislature.
– A proposed bill is not a legal right enforceable by courts and is not within judicial review.
– Public office is a public trust, not a property right; there is no vested right in holding or
expecting a public office.
– The Court cannot compel Congress to enact a specific law or dictate the contents of
legislation.

Historical  Background: The historical  context of  the case revolves around the evolving
political and legal landscape for youth representation in local governance in the Philippines.
The SK was initially established as the Kabataang Barangay under Presidential Decree No.
684. It was later reconstituted into the SK under the Local Government Code of 1991 to
provide a formal mechanism for youth participation in governance, allowing them to develop
leadership skills and engage in civic affairs. The debates surrounding the SK’s functions,
composition,  and  very  existence  reflect  the  broader  struggle  in  integrating  youth
perspectives into political processes while balancing issues of representation, efficacy, and
accountability.


