G.R. No. 176389. December 14, 2010 (Case Brief / Digest)

Title: PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES vs. HUBERT JEFFREY P. WEBB ET AL.

Facts:

The case concerns the brutal slaying of Estrellita Vizconde and her daughters Carmela and
Jennifer on June 30, 1991, in Paranaque City, Philippines, known as the “Vizconde
Massacre”. Following an intense yet unsuccessful investigation by the police, the National
Bureau of Investigation (NBI) later announced that it had solved the crime with the help of
star witness Jessica Alfaro, an NBI informer, who implicated Hubert Jeffrey P. Webb and
several others in the crime. This led to the filing of an information for rape with homicide
against Webb and others.

The trial court, presided by Judge Amelita G. Tolentino, found the accused guilty based
largely on the testimonies of Alfaro and other corroborating witnesses and sentenced the
accused to varying prison terms. The Court of Appeals upheld the trial court’s decision with
modifications. Subsequent appeals led to a Supreme Court review.

Issues:

There were two key legal issues before the Supreme Court. First was whether the Court
should acquit Webb due to the government’s failure to produce the semen specimen taken
from the victim’s cadaver, which would demonstrate the denial of Webb’s right to due
process. The second overarching issue was the credibility of Alfaro’s eyewitness testimony,
the reliability of Webb’s alibi that he was in the United States at the time of the crime, and
the involvement of police officer Gerardo Biong in purportedly covering up the crime after
its commission.

Court’s Decision:

In a landmark decision, the Supreme Court acquitted Webb and the other accused. On the
first issue, the Supreme Court did not acquit Webb solely due to the loss of DNA evidence,
indicating the lack of bad faith on the part of the prosecution. However, on the main issue,
the Court found Alfaro’s testimony considerably doubtful. It highlighted flaws in her
testimony, her credibility, and her history as a drug user and inconsistent conduct. The
Court also pointed to the strong alibi by Webb, supported by a plethora of evidence,
including immigration records showing that he was in the U.S. from 1991 to 1992. The
accused provided evidence that made his presence at the crime scene physically impossible,
which debunked Alfaro’s allegations.

Doctrine:

© 2024 - batas.org | 1



G.R. No. 176389. December 14, 2010 (Case Brief / Digest)

The doctrine espoused in this case reiterates the principle that the constitutional right of an
accused to be presumed innocent until proven guilty must be upheld and that his conviction
must rest on evidence that is beyond reasonable doubt. The Court also underscored the
value of DNA evidence in criminal trials and the need for its preservation for testing to
ensure fair trial and due process rights.

Historical Background:

The “Vizconde Massacre” received widespread media attention in the Philippines,
captivating and horrifying the nation. The case raised significant questions about the
efficacy of the police investigation, the role of media in high-profile cases, and the reliability
of witness testimonies. It became a symbol of the challenges within the Philippine justice
system, particularly in handling and solving crimes that shocked the public conscience.

The case’s eventual outcome, with the Supreme Court’s acquittal of the accused due to lack
of evidence beyond reasonable doubt, had a significant impact on public perception of the
justice system and highlighted the necessity for more considerable care in forensic
investigations and the importance of credible witness testimonies. The decision also set a
precedent for the importance of technological advancements, such as DNA testing, in
providing definitive evidence in legal proceedings.
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